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ducts, and when to ihese are added the articles in common, four-fifths of the whole 
Materia Aleriira will be found to be obtainable within our boundaries. We have 
taken the catalogue of the Pharmacopoeia as the basis of our estimate, because 
most convenient. It is limited, however, and had a new one been Jormed with 
more trouble than could be at present bestowed upon it, the proportion of indigen¬ 
ous plants would have been augmented. There are products employed with 
edicacy in every'portion of the l nited States, known only within a local sphere 
which rnigut well ha\e been added. 11 numbers, then,constitute an argument in 
lavour of tiie importance of our native articles, they are sufficient. 

Put let us look into the character of these resources, and it will be found that 
they cover a large part ot the ground laid out by therapeutists. Some of them are 
peculiar in their operation and unsurpassed, others again afford excellent substitutes 
lor the imported medicines, if they are not even superior. The demonstration is 
clear that much has been accomplished in this department, and yet a vast field is 
open for exploration. With a country extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
horn the 4Uth parallel ol north latitude to the torrid zone, who can predict the 
future advance of discovery ? 

Independently of the question with respect to what we may now, or hereafter, 
posse?s inherently, another arises as to how far exotic products of importance, not 
} et introduced, may be naturalized. If the possession of every variety of climate 
elevation and soil can conduce to this end, never were greater advantages presented 
to any people. With increasing facilities for transportation, the productions of 
foreign climes, in the most favourable condition for vegetation, may to a "renter 
extent be made our own, and thus in a measure relieve us of the bnrden under 
which we are now labouring, the importation of the most worthies trash in the 
lonn °» drugs, followed by a drain upon our wealth, a temptation to cupidity, and 
an annual sacrifice of life. 

We have commenced our notice of a work on medical botany with these 
reflection*, because they are pertinent to the subject, and because its appear¬ 
ance is a harbinger of a renewed interest in it. It' may be looked upon as a 
sum ol the times—a promise of good hereafter. There are two classes of indi¬ 
viduals who are desirous of information, the one constituted of mere tyros, the 
other of more advanced and to a certain extent practical botanists, 'i’he first 
searches for elementary details, for expositions of systems, and for technically 
oescriptu e accounts of plants, with their affinities and relations in a chemical and 
medicinal point of view; the second desires to extend his researches, to renew his 
recollections, and to obtain hints for his guidance, as well as to possess the means of 
speedy reference. Of elementary treatises there are an abuntiance, but few whose 
teachings are predicated on medicinal plants—none, indeed, in this country. The 
student must, therefore, devote himself to general botany, before he can attain to 
suflicieiit knowledge to understand medical. Amidst the pressure of studies, this 
method ts not frequently pursued, and the time and opportunity are lost which 
might have been advantageously improved when studying Materia Jledica. Attain 
the works containing specific accounts of medicinal plants, with notices of. or 
reference to the labours of those who have elucidated the subject by their researches 
and discoveries, in fact such as embody the whole learning of it, are either in the 
torm of Medical Floras, of foreign origin, in several languages, or the ordinary 
dispensatories and treatises on the Materia Medina. The former must be imported, 
and the latter are not sufficiently comprehensive, as the botanical details have 
been written merely to complete the history of the articles contained in them, 
i he American medical botanist lias bad heretofore no exclusive hand-book. To 
answer the purpose of both classes has the present work been elaborated. It lias 
been written with a unity of purpose, the advancement of the department of 
science to which it is devoted, and fills a hiatus in our scientific literature. The 
divisions are such as are suited to elucidate the topics to be considered, and we 
shall examine them in succession. 

The Introduction is devoted to the Anatomy of plants, including vegetable tissues, 
organs ot nutrition, and organs of reproduction; to Vegetable Physiology, including 
the propagation of plants, their nutrition, and fecundation: to Vegetable Chemistry, 
to the Classification of plants, to Pharmaceutic Botany, and to the Collection and preser¬ 
vation of plants. 
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In this respect, science in the hands of Liebig, Berzelius, Henry, Brandes Pel 
shm.H K Venl ° U ; ° ther5 ’ ma u e S ' ant slr!de3 ' The contents these chapters 
research 6 C ° mplele ' y raaslered . as 'hey afford a good introduction to more extended 

We come now to Classification. This, as is known to every one, is the basis of 
systematic Botany. It may be called its expression, as from it are we enabled 
to gtve to particular plants an individuality. From species to genera, from genera te 
rders, and from orders to classes, a unity of plan is traced in nature, which with- 
out !t would be chaos. \\ nil more or less success, have arrangements of plants 
been made, since they constituted the objects of inquiry. All, however ^have 
=*y aa P I ? c ®, ,a the "Y 0 modes of classification now adopted, the artificial and 
nfthf'iu h • ha a e r'^ lr advanla S e and defects, but for the purpose of the student 
® - ala erla a r IedlC r“’ we conceive that 'he latter is preferable. The sketch 
* C i' s 5lven , of lh ? fannaian system by our author is full. It may be consulted 
t a glance, and a= it is founded on palpable organs in most cases, in searching 
eomnlt'l 1 ? " 5 ' ‘ 3 ”1 ^ccptable to the student. The natnral system is more 
d ' . LlnniE T u3 had a set °f families, but it was more theoretical than 
founded in nature. Jussieu first worked out the problem, and gave an elaborate 
arrangement t0 ™ ov ]d) founded on the association of characters. This has 
since been modified by De Candolle and Bindley. The beauty of this mode is 
rnni h lre rf e , pa if- ‘J! n ° f r lhe dlvisl0ns > hy structural characteristics, which are not 
thin 1 nUn — ' Vh ‘ Ch “J® f ° Und - V nde J a11 circumstances. Their manner of associa¬ 
tion also, is in accordance with a fixed order, so that when a certain set of them 

cell ’T*,® : T? 1 ° ok .f° r ‘he others. Thus the union of vascular and 

alone w-tk SUe 13 lmkedw,,h \ he probation of flowers and seeds; the cellular 
alone with spores; hence we have Phtmogamia and Cnjptogamia, and synonv- 
tllRn ?> are Cotyledonous and Acotyledonous. The first of these 
| 5l0ns , is again separable into such as are formed by external growth, and 
such as have an interna! deposit, each with a peculiar structural arrangement 
, n r pr ‘ r f na , ry ,ls . sues > heno ®. ‘ he specification of Exogens and Endogens. 
The first of these is possessed of two seed lobes, and hence the synnnvm of 
' V n e n lh ® . s ® cand having but one, are termed M<mo?ot,jlcdomm. 
between these t«o Dr. Griffith has placed a division of plants with naked seeds 
- 1 ° o h vn h 13 ?IVer, ,! 1B “ tle ( y nlno S™s, but as they have two cotyledons, and 
An S m lhcir S rowlh > dle . y may be regarded as belonging id the former. 
An cxce p| ,on exists in the case of what are termed Sporogcns, which are anomalous. 
..7? ell “>ar tissue allone is connected with the existence or flowerless plants, 

or Cryptogam*, which have been divided into Acrosens and Thalogens. 1 
In touching upon this classification we have but due object in view, and that is 
t mav nrn,t‘„M= h e3SB3 *" a ,Pharmaceutical point of view, for in accordance with 
andVmm b a f^" 5ed ' The !ar Ser number of plants are Dicotyledonous, 
and trom them are obtained as a consequence the valuable barks, woods, fruits, 
i" elaborate products; a smaller number are Monocotyledonous, and from 
SrW- ! ’ mostly nutritious. The Cryptogamia includes but few 

medicines. Upon descending to the orders or families we may look for the alti- 
“phamW R 3 ,"' -1 constitute the value of what, by our author is termed 

n ot ice^fP n nt ?. ca P no . td c'better than quote what we have said in our 

"ist of ffit! ‘tu ikd ' Ca ‘r the/<m ™- of Pharmacy, as it contains the whole 
ranlethfixr T- h ° sreat re . f ? rm ,er of Botany, Linnams, made an effort to ar- 
f n 1 \ Iedl u a ," p0n i 1 -" S pIan (botanical affinities), and his essay was 
, ,0 I'sfeasffiiht}-. Similar ideas had been entertained, asforinstance 

, but lh ? k no"'ledge was wanting for its successful development, 
unon i he , ^' tem °f Jussieu presented an admirable opportunity of engrafting 
“: p a ‘ ‘l 1 ®f °t-Vv" ral < r aS5I . ficatl0 .n of vegetable substances, employed in inedi'- 
cine, and of exhibiting, that similarity of products and virtue are so closely allied 

this sv- em “dp -? r = an, .f‘‘° n > f b e inseparable. The eminent expounder of 
S Vn . ’ D C ndolIe ’ has fully accomplished the task, and if not the origina- 
|°r° f ‘he arrangement, most undoubtedly possesses the merit of carrying if out. 
rlnritv- mn o hP er? P lc m'y and convincing detail, as to have established its stipe- 
S' - ,s . E ' sa 'j on t hc Medical Properties of Plants is only one of manv 
p aophic works, equally stamped with truth and reason, emanating from his 
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rem^ a hllir r 7i^ h Th“T ,iSt f h ?' d be famiIiar w i'h * principles. In .his sys- 
been since the yearIS 16*^he„°,l b ° lany ’ a " d advan<- 'edaslhe former branch has 
the li-ht of exoerimYn," le second edition of his essay was published, 

This foe author livecfto see and m" en T° nIy fUr ', her confirraed h >* Incurs! 
illustrative of the statement ih tlT' Let l 13 ,ake one or tw0 examples as 
Learie of The * Wo, or 

as to lead to their bein'* "Tonne ,1 _r resemblance m botanical characters, so 
family traits were equally strikin'* eachno ■■’•eisil"'” V 3 ! ' ikt ; ness bein S S,r °ns, the 
was as far as De Candolle couidTraTe fon ^ G delel f 1nous Properties. This 
bited that the bond is further cemented hi ik,? *' 1 b ?‘ cbem istry has exhi- 
in most of the articles which discovery of an alkaloid principle 

rowed from all the classes Rot " * ,racl *. ve topic, illustrations can be bor- 

rule°and‘whm^they'do Stem °l tllis aa eouifo as'exceptions^ust 00 '!^t (Tevery 
mora markedly their contrast"^ ^ when ^/understood, .0 render ?, 

mation not usually?found in print or els'/dlfo/cTth” "l! h ' lo . ?e,her "' llb ,nfor ' 
Of readin" which has |J»„ u i - a <!lffu '? d through an immense amount 

poured forth for the edifi/adon'on^ matr^An accomit rffoZZ' ?* ^ 
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Glov" 1 :n,l anCC ,-I i ; h l !!° seneral P a 'h°l°?T of scrofula, we cannot concede to Dr. 
Glover much credit for the manner in which he has arranged his materials nr tl,» 

P0int VV c! lcnla, iCl ! 'f T “ nd “ ^ Ia ^ “olt’ 

point calculated to throw light upon the true character of scrofula the work 

Phdl?n U ,V d n r m0re ?• an r 6atlsfa ctory than the contemporaneous one of Dr. 
*V. V on the same subject (see our number for July, JS-16. p. 1-19") * while on all 

lulhiesfcff its informatinn °Tr * fa * ^ *>‘® nd 

confident that vvhh^ n i l'- Th ' S 1S the m ? rB 10 be re ? relted > inasmuch as we feel 
raore than one r i r > ! a “ UraCy a,ul research, Dr. Phillips has been led into 
aiid^hetute'mdous^a^^ distinction between external scrofula 

fula r tlc!t°u e ^ ad0? . tS ‘ !5 fulles > extent die statement of Lugol, which makes sc.ro- 
of tubercle’ - h n M a prtM i eSS of ‘i'rease, to be always revealed by the development 
hic udhm dl s, mf ,ln nC °r 1S Cr?lp 0ya terra tubereIe or tuberculous mailer as 
av be fnn Lf N - 5 , r0r ' na ! 0nS i m " h ? , ? ver ° r S an or 'i^uc of the body they 
lew i, T ■ • , tlls,1! iguishcs the scrofulous matter by its microscopic charac¬ 

ter., Its certain, not very definite chemical constitution, and its physical structure 
apparent to the eye, and which is well known; these characters^ 

Iter the manner of the method of natural families in classifications of natural his- 

m elv as e ca r n he m | ^ C1U "'’ as ' he >' can be de«jribe.I, to separate as accu- 

otl.er- \ nnm? an} i nalural , slud y> the scrofulous formations from all 

o her- A number of authorities are adduced to show the identity of tuberculous 

Which occur 2 uMW° r n? ° r ‘f Xt “ re U ' 3 me ‘ T ilh ’ ani1 ,ha! aM ll,e l>orms of rebercle 
and dVer “Wv XhiWTn'a l° r?a V S ?"*, prod,leed chi< - ,f1 y by mechanical causes, 
“omy * Shllj m a Physiological sense, never in their more minute ana- 

Ill regard to the vascularity or non-vascularity of tubercle and the decree of its 

refnhfoT'- Dr ‘ G [° Ver addu ® cs tb ® fac ' a recorded by various w riters and t e 
results of his own observations—and then remarks— 

va=culrwitv nf C |nhnfMo°h 5 ' !rVab011Sl ,akel1 .lo?*ther, lead to the conclusion of the 
vWWek nWhf d Wnf - , be ‘ n ! a , ooo-o-renlud phenomenon. The obliteraiion of the 
vessels of the tissue into which the scrolulous or tubercular matter is eiru-ed may 

nWsWWco of. 0 he a . S ,s a, T ° rle . 33 exlent; ! !,e ■‘‘llammatory action produced by the 
prince of the tubercle on the surrounding tissues may. in some instance* cau*e 

VO IW 10n . 0f n he Ve ? els - r> aa ® arli « sla se> increased vascularhy, the on- 
flfi-Fn which are formed around the tubercular mass may be more or less 
Tabular, or totally devoid of vessels; but tubercle matter itself’is beyond the normal 

e.'raminafion !” ctrcu alwn> aad > b * fact is confirmed by the resuhsTf micWTco^c 

,nSl aa i h , 0 Wf n V erS i,lt0 an . examination of the microscopic structure of 
tubercle and the chemical composition of scrofulous products. * 

whh the n! 1 ' e r 1 " 1 ,lma,e * tru ? ture °, f tubercular matter is intimately connected 
' !, t,ie < l ue -' l,on .of he Organization. Most microscopic observers of late years 

that theWar^omardze l haVlnS det , ecled c . ells *" ‘“hordes, liave concluded therefore 
knm ded-ve thafr : 15 1° be inferred ’ in ,b ® Present « a le of our 

izafion In nnrln-ty I ?!!''® °[nucleated cells is an essential element of organ- 

GbveraddncfsMhe cn f h -‘ S 0P m™ ° f the or g aniza 'ion of tubercular matter'Dr. 
wfhWi , conclusions of Canslatt, whose work he conceives to give per- 
ltaps ihe best representation of the present state of the question. The views a Do 

afe h presented "Wf^ntm I "i"'" 5 ,° n i"’ 6 Sub j,®® 1 ° f ,he imimale f 'recture of tubercle 
Tl?o- P J h V mtroductor >' to the results or the authors own observations 
]• “ bs , l0r i s ' vere , raa , de ' Vllh P°' vers of lour hundred, and six hundred ami 
ten diameters, and on tubercles from the lungs, heart, spleen, renal capsules kid- 
nej s. and bladder, and on tuberculated mesenteric, bronchial, and cervical ..lands 
The ordinary element or tubercle present in all the forms which we have 
examined,' Dr. G. states, : and scarcely different in one situation from what it is 
’ ,!>lhe " ram ' lal j corpuscle described by several writers. Many tubercular 
abouTthebufk'Wf'W'Mnn {“fl e ! ,,,re| y. of ,his matler > av hich varies in size from 
diameter TheW cn™- - ! 3 ° bU ® ab °n ! ’ P? rhaps i lhe 1 - I0 1 000| h of an inch in 
Whir T n are generally of a somewhat yellowish colour and 

when magnified by the highest power which we have used (610 diameters) show 
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"hk-hwehSto 'b? mayP03S ' bIy !n SOme cases be nuc lei- 

eases ne«- <brmad„ nS; „e hafe^ CellS ' in ° ;ber 

shown in oVe“of tT ’^ rvcd " lun = tuberc,e - wbicb «e 
-2,1. Fat globules = from 3 specimen of miliary tubercle. 

figures of the microseopie°< f !r!i\v!n!! s SOm0 f P ecimens “re exhibited in one or the 
p^obablj^represents™ itifilar^ceHs^^ 10 hea ' ! “ ^ and of Sdiemr^pTate 

JkS 

nucleated cells become converted fnmd.ieto.Vi i er - ror ° f nu,ri,,on > " hereby 

the various kinds of cornufclfVwi fi n iVnh f £emi -°P af! ” e boJ ^- Besides 
of very small size. 1 1 1 nd ln ,ubercles a countless number of granules 

in cof.s'.lVio Van" a VafkeV “VreVicv V"! .‘fr* n ° e ff en ‘ ial ^rence 

growths arising from normal exi& , !> between cellular and fibrous 

again, between this formation and lhpvir? 011 ° U l ie - - one hant ^ am * lu bercle; and 

Dr. G. has not been able to discover anv ‘''V! ' he ° lh , er lland ” 

ritier. Boudet, Scherer and \Vri«h^'fold, i : Bimou, Schonlein, L : He- 

S'S '"■! a. afer t ,r 

of the use of cod-liver oil in the treatment of theV i; } lhe aJvoc “tes 

characters of this latter substance. * exhibiting a .endutcy to take on 

conclusionVuiiouelf Schererlnfens from a ranm^fsoVon/ 03 '' ! ° 

Sk- 

making the azote the^fixeVtiuanlhy. *\ve liave—?° 5C ^ '° "* ^ Tb “ be *1*. 
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The lung tubercle—C u H„N.,O r . 

The liver tubercle—C^H^NjO J. 

showing an excess of carbon and hydrogen. 

“ Our analyses would give to the protean compound of tubercle a much smaller 
percentage of azote in general than those ofScherer; only 12.31 in the first analysis 
of mesenteric tubercle, while the proportions of carbon and hvdrogen show that 
the substance had been completely freed from fat. 

:t 3d. The analysis of the concretions which we have made, does not bear out 
in the least the statement of M. Boudet, which makes these bodies contain 70 per 
cent, of soluble salts. On the contrary, even in the tubercle, which may be sup¬ 
posed to form a transition stage on the way towards the conversion into the calca¬ 
reous substance, we find only about one-third of the ash composed of soluble salts: 
and in the perfect concretion there was merely a fraction of these substances, lii 
this respect our results agree with those of Scherer and Mulder. A doubt has arisen 
whether these concretions should be regarded as the remains of absorbed tubercle’ 
and this doubt is supported by Itayer. who maintains them to be oftener the resi¬ 
due of pus. The presence of these concretions may not improbably serve to attract 
towards them, once formed, mere osseous matter. 

“ 41A. The analysis of scrofulous bones requires no comment. 
l ' 5th. Scrofulous pus appears to differ from ordinary pus, chiefly in the fluid 
part being thinner and mixed with albuminous crannies proceeding from a decom¬ 
position of scrofulous or tuberculous matter. 'The pus globules appear also, as 
stated by Mr. Gulliver, to be fewer and less distinct than those of healthy pus. 
We have found them also more irregular in their form.” 

The state of the blood in scrofula is next inquirer! into. Tire statements of vari¬ 
ous writers on this point are given, and the results of the examination by the author 
of the blood in eighteen tuberculous patients, are presented in detail. The mean 
of the analysis made of the blood from six male patients, gave solids 208.05; fibrin 
3.132; solids of serum 87.60; globules 117.32—rejecting a few decimals in the 
calculation. While the mean of the analysis made of the blood of twelve female 
patients, gave solids 203.845; fibrin 3.585; solids of semm 85.28; globules 114.SS. 

“ On the whole, therefore,” Dr. G. remarks, •* it may be stated, as- the result of 
these analyses, that in scrofula we have an increase in the solids of the serum, and 
a diminution of blood globules, which is very nearly the alteration that has been 
long suspected to exist. As far as the analyses go, the fats are not deficient in the 
blood, and however opposed this may be to certain hypothetical notions with 
regard to the supposed modus opcrandi of cod-liver oil, it is altogether in harmony 
with the results of the analyses of tubercle which we have made.” 

In regard to the changes in the bile, lymph, and chyle in scrofula, Dr. G. notices 
'he idea of the disease being connected with deficient secretion of bile; the 
chylous digestion being supposed defective from the absence of the fatty principles 
of the bile ; in support of which we have the fact of the frequent occurrence of 
fatty liver in persons who die of scrofulous disease. Le Pelletier observes, that in 
the autopsy of scrofulous persons he almost invariably found the bile more pale 
and less consistent, and less charged with resin and colouring matter, than in the 
ordinary state. This fact was also observed by Bordeu, and Dr. G. has also made 
the same observation, but was withheld from drawing any inference, inasmuch as 
in the state of marasmus which exists in the subjects referred to, where every 
secretion is in a deranged stale, it afTords no evidence as to the share which a 
deranged state of the bile may have in the production of scrofula. 

7 Moreover,” Dr. G. adds, u the fatty state of the liver is not constant in tubercu¬ 
losis, nor does, as Rayer remarks, a fatty state of the liver always produce this 
disease in animals, while in man, this fact is also notorious. Nevertheless, 
although we cannot recognize a merely deficient secretion of the fatty principles 
of the bile as the cause of scrofula, it is not very improbable that these states of 
the liver and bile are closely connected with the pathology of the disease. The 
fatty state of the liver being only occasionally found in scrofula, and having been 
particularly observed in tuberculosis of the lung (for Le Pelletier and Bordeu, in 
their accounts of autopsies of scrofulous persons, do not speak of a fatty state of the 
liver, but of a watery condition ol the bile), may arise from obstructed respiration. 
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coosidembl^" m^ye/rcsuU 0 fro^ihe" d°fi b? passa f e . of a ' r inl ° 'he lung is 
analysis shows to e.\iJt alike in internal and ?*, b i!°° d £ labules > which 

globules being the portion through whinh *- e ;V ern ^ tuberculosis; the blood- 

Dr. G. believes b,ood is effected." 

an alteration in the nature of thechvle°and lvmnf^ lhat r 3 | Ve been maile 10 show 
entirely unknown to us. In some c^ses of Scr ° fula > lliese alterations are 

found m the lymphatics (Andral) : Dr Bulman hrr4lt tube . ruul , 0l ,' s mat,er has been 
case of mesenteric disease. The notion of n b ° ]!°° n0 .“? ed 'he same thing in a 
tamed by Baumes, Hufeland and others. if/oi P course" lhei 1 >' n ?P h . en 'er- 

Great stress has been laid upon the state of thp ctn 7 ^ hypothetical, 

especially by the German writers. An excessive formaf " 0 s , ecr ?' 1 i ? n? ia scrofula, 
derangement, and to the depraved digestion produc™ bvlhi 0 ° ** ,h ? P r . inci P al 

P Th^nalfses o/Dr f bas ° f a 

fU Aluithorhi h e e s r a d e h ^ 1 ‘° n = ““d^hauMiSSf 011011 ° f ’ U ' ine in scr °- 

functions of the skin £ “constant concornitam of^rofd " 3 ^ ° f lh ° 

hard and dry but occasionally there is profuse sweadn" " ‘ S S e nerally 

ptesen, no.ldngpmkmlarly nove^mintt'sd^: Up °*' S “ b i ect his ™n«ks 

From this somen^ful inferences m ayt' e ° drawn” ir^ P ‘" 1 pal ! loIo =>' ofscr °f«la. 
disease in man. A more interest^ WuIrvTs ,hJ “ '° ,h ? e,iolo ?>' of 'he 

following chapter—the identity namX nf S 1 i 7 bicb *°! ms lhe subject of the 
As we Consider this to be on£’of theL^ imoor “nT and , ,UberC0,ar «««“ 
pathology of the disease we A,all mmio lm P°rtant points connected with the 
conclusions of Dr. from the general 

relation to it. * eral tacts and opinions advanced in 

M *.. »"I ..tad... ,, 

provided with an envelope. But all this merely deni 1 K romuled > and 

tissue in which the deposit occurs In some ofThe m ^ U . pon ,be s ' rut ''ure of the 
atic glands appended] wehavefatheTmeriolofi”'! 0 " 5 , of diseas |?> b'mph- 

°hUt rCU ’ ar mal! , er . co ™ pa ' ab| e toTsoimed mglreles ^ filled wilh 

Cles show no vessels itructum' 6 Bufbe^le 8 '^ 3 , CaP ' be in i ecled > ,uber - 

been 6hown, have distrusted the Inner e lde -] tba some , as has already 

scrofulous matter nor tubercle is essentially vasciS ’ ‘ThUhe-e' 63 "’ 11)31 n , eilber 
Canstatt, are groundless: vessels are wanlinn- tn ell f a i assertions,’ says 
main of the tissue i„ which the deposit has taken place!’ “ CCpt What rC - 

forms ascdbed^scrofdalthaTboth^re curable^ifthe 13 ^ hea *> “ WeU - a » 'he 

tumours, but the gream^slunli'sh^essoTt^laU^ n ? or ? ea f il >''h a '> scrofulous 
susceptibility of the tissue in whicHhev a e shnn,rt n , dS - S,)np . ly ,,pcm »' e lighter 
tnonary substance is especially liable to Undergo ?nflammm"on ,0n ’ ' Thi ' e “’ e pul ' 

»Atesi-r.'^hSS"!' r ~e “• 

hare been found in the fetus, while a very lar<m D e roDmiti Pl 'Imonary tubercles 

b *” «>• - p.beo y ?bS'ji Brs 
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one period of life the morbid deposit was directed toward the external, at anothei 
upon the internal parts,—or, with regard to the latter part of the argument, il 
might he inferred, of people in the circumstances described, that at an early pe¬ 
riod 1 no occasional causes existed, by which the possibly inherited scrofulous dia¬ 
thesis might be brought to a further development; the childhood and boyhood 
passed happily over without the symptoms appearing, but at a later period, when 
the determination ot blood to the lungs gives liability'to pulmonary allections,pul¬ 
monary consumption appeared.’ (Brer/mc.) 

“ Gilt. The assertion made by Scharlan. of the lymph and chyle glands being 
mostly sound in tuberculous affections, while in scrofula they are the chief seat: 
of the evil, is in total contradiction to well known results. Indeed, one of the 
most powerful arguments in favour of the identity ot scrofulous and tuberculai 
affections, is the association of tuberculous glandular disease with phthisis, foi 
surely, no one can contend for a distinction between those pathological condition: 
which respectively give rise to tubercularization of the cervical, bronchial, ant 
mesenteric glands. According to Barlhez and Rilliet, the scrofulous affection o 
the gland is always a tuberculization: 1 but it will be said, all scrofulous patient: 
do not present tubercles, and we see children succumb with caries, without lilt 
bones containing this accidental product, with the ganglions enlarged and not tu 
berculous. For our part, after having opened the corpses of a great number o 
scrofulous subjects at the hospital of St. Louis, and at the Children’s hospital, wt 
may affirm, that we never missed finding the tuberculous deposit.’ 

“ Every one is acquainted with the well known law of Louis, that, above the 
age ot puberty, tubercles never exist in any organ, without, at the same time, oc¬ 
curring in the lungs. Admitting a few exceptions to this law, still it must be ad 
mited to be very nearly correct. Below the age of puberty, indeed, the lungs arc 
more frequently' exempt. Thus, out of 312 children who died of various tuber 
cular affections, the lungs were in 47 exempt from tubercles. According to Luitol 
scrofulous children have always tubercles of the lung. ‘The natural death,’ In 
says, 1 of scrofulous patients, takes place by the chest; one may even assert tha 
it does not take place otherwise.’ This assertion is one of the grand generalitiei 
in which M. Lugol so frequently indulges; nevertheless, we may extract from it: 
certain value. 

“ Louis, after relating a remarkable case of tuberculization of several organs a 
once, says, 1 The development of tubercles in the brain and cerebellum, iscloubilesi 
a less striking feature in this case, than the simultaneous existence of these bodie; 
in a great number of various parts, the lungs, the neck, the right axilla, the me 
senteric glands, the spleen, and more especially, the fact of the tuberculous matte 
being in "the same stage of development in all these places except the lungs, 
really do not understand how this fact can be accounted for, unless by adniittin: 
the agency of one and the same cause, acting at one and the same time upon ai 
these parts.—And, above all, what explanation can be advanced of the circum 
stance, that the tuberculous matter was in the same stage, that of crudity, in evert 
place where it existed, if the cause leading to its evolution be not admitted to fc< 
uniform, and to have produced its effects simultaneously.’ 

“7th. Scharlau, whose objections have been so often referred to, has also con 
tended for another distinction: Scrofulous diseases, according to him. are fount 
in the venous anil lymphatic temperaments; while phthisis is an affection ofsan 
guine people. There is more in this objection than in those previously considered 
although il does not amount to much, for we find scrofula in all temperaments, ant 
likewise phthisis. But, admitting a lymphatic temperament to be more necessart 
to the production of scrofula than'phthisis, the explanation is to be found in the fat- 
of the lungs having, of all organs, the greatest tendency to tuberculization, althougl 
this tendency may be obviated, to a certain extent, by other circumstances, as it 
tile period of life below puberty; so that we may have a less amount of the lymph 
atic temperament requisite as a predisposing cause in phthisis than in scrofula. 

“ Sth. A different state of the secretions and excretions has been assumed tr 
exist in the two diseased states under consideration. Thus, while the urine o 
those affected with scrofula contains urobenzoic and oxalic acids, in phthisical pa 
tients the same fluid contains an excess of uric acid. This, of course, is a! 
hypothetical. The formation of an acid in the stomach in scrofula has been lair 
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sons" ^ 3 dlStlnC ‘ 10n; but chll<lren are more disposed to acidity than grown v 

scrofula, but by n'o meansTh^/ame 7 ° f | ‘ ubercuIar leases i s united with that 
making’a sepTra^on appears to be’ ft"? °f ert / His ohief ground f 
sitic nafare Tint ih\c • ■ - 8 n0tl0n °f tubercles partaking of a par 

foundation. ’ A opinion is. as shall be afterwards shown, totally witho 

cular diatheses com P] eleEe P" ra, j on !°f Ihe strumous and tobe 

osamplo. “KSl ™pb,SS““;”' S f. V S'? J -l'- 

SJSsss&ssiSPsskrs ssLVf 

ia,^* .^ *a.5ariaa 

g^p^ral~i?S= 

“ISlllfSp—SS 

to aU e of y th f e^ led de 'ukiw"" ” ^ the’d^eaie hL’d^ro"ed^t" 

StfftSS# memi V oned are C ° ntrad ‘ C,ed b >' ,hose ° f nU ~ -“>ontiei 

Syln'^i^ 0 ^ 

ImW o-^b ' 7 n 1563 ’ a connection between scrofula and phthisis could be oh 
e ;„ht 0 Vibp-I m he Sa , 7 ie individuals or in members of the same familv, in thirty 
1 50 man >: P ersons die of phthisis, that very extensiven 
§e renni-?.e •’ ' V “ h P r cf aul,ons which are very difficult to practice would 
this wav \\v 7 f l ° ® n ? b e ys to arrive at a result worthy of confidence in 
feel trtb/i-i ' r k° St ° ur °P ln!0n °P the identity of scrofula and phthisis on the ner 
m.he d se 7 ec°,im,s Srea,er nUmber ofanaloraical and PathologLl details common 

terna?fnr°r 7 enCe ,° f SCr ° fula “ ,he S^nds of the neck, orgenerally in an ex- 

savP* ews spaisasstr. 

In regard to the arguments of Mr. Phillips, in his recent work on sernfidm 
provethe non-identity of scrofula and phthisis. Dr. G. remarks— ’ 

mswero 1 ° f u ? rSUmen,s are of ‘ho same nature as those already referred to and 
. Ia )' 5 Sf* 5lr f s upon the different periods of life'in which deaths 

oT„ow^ lh :f S and 5 Cr ° f 7 , F« have already shown that this a“ en t h 
ot no weight m the sense in which it is miommo,! „„ ..s - len : ,s 



this “^^^stmngetyenongh, ffiat asS objection mTghiVettdl 
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to the inference from the number of deaths from phthisis. But the deaths from 
phthisis, unfortunately, arc good evidence of the extent to which the disease pre¬ 
vails. Another of Mr. P.’s arguments is derived from the fact, that according to 
tbe same report, phthisis destroys an excess of females, scrofula an excess of males. 
There is evidence to prove that, in some situations and countries at least, scrofu¬ 
lous affections are common and phthisis rare; upon this, also, Mr. P. lays "real 
stress. The conclusion at which an inquirer may arrive upon the question iust 
discussed, must depend upon the view he takes of the relative importance of the 
arguments and fasts brought forward on the different sides. We consider that on 
the one side all is clear, pathological, and decided, founded on facts of essential 
relation; while on the other side we have doubtful assumptions, and, at best, non- 
essential relations.” ' r j j > 

We need offer no apology for the length of the foregoing extracts; the question 
discussed is one of equal interest and importance. 

u . D f- plover next enters upon a consideration of the essential nature of scrofula. 
His brief commentary upon the different hypotheses advanced upon this point, is 
sound and pertinent. His own opinion of the disease is, that it is « a peculiar 
modification of inflammation”—in which, instead of the ordinary, or, as they may 
be termed, the normal products of inflammatory action, other materials are pro- 
duced incapable of passing into the regular cell form—which materials constitute 
the tuberculous or scrofulous matter. This opinion is supported by a series of ar- 
guments, which, if not absolutely conclusive, are. at least, ingenious and plausible. 
We have not space to attempt an exposition of them. 

On the etiology of scrofula, Dr. Glover has thrown but little additional light. Its 
hereditary nature he considers to be placed beyond the possibility of doubt—or, at 
least, ot that peculiar condition of the organization, which predisposes to its occur¬ 
rence when exposed to any of its exciting causes. The evidence in support of 
the opinion which places bad air and defective ventilation among the chief of the 
occasional causes of scrofula, is not supported by the results of slatistics; " never¬ 
theless,-- Dr. G. remarks, “ as there is reason to believe the blood globules to he 
mainly concerned in the function of respiration, it is not improbable that the want 
of due artenalization of the blood by a sufficiently oxygenated air, may be essen¬ 
tially connected with the stale of the blood which exists in this disease. Could 
we establish such a connection, more confidence might be entertained in the the- 
orj ot liaudelocque, than can be given by the statistical results hitherto published.” 
the influence of confinement, Dr. G. would appear to believe established. The 
influence of humidity, he admits, the researches of Mr. Phillips have shown to 
be much overrated. Too much vegetable food has been enumerated as an oc¬ 
casional cause of the disease. The facts adduced by Mr. Phillips are conclusive 
as to the correctness of this position. Great stress has been laid upon the power 
ot venereal errors to produce scrofula.—Lugol considers onanism rather as a sign 
ot the presence of the disease. We have no positive evidence to support either 
opinion. rr 

;■ The diseases which have been supposed to occasion scrofula or tubercle, are 
chiefly inflammatory affections, common continued fevers, hooping-cough, mea- 

6t - i feVer ’ Var j° la > “J T “cination. Barlhez and Rilfiet have 
collected the be=t evidence on these points. The question of the connection be- 
tw een intlammamry afiections and tubercles, has been discussed in the sixth chap- 
ter. (On the essential nature of Scrofula). According to Barlhez and Killiet, to 
whose work we must refer for information on the whole of this subject, variola, 

l n „,!!n,°,,?; r u dlS . p0S ‘- nS !° tu , bercle or Krofula ' as b^n conjectured, appears to 
prevent, while vaccination favours the development of this disease. Of 34 chil- 

haTwn w!n r,0 a °i r variael,a > ( a leng time before their death,) and who 
mborcnW»,- P nf onQ CUr koj 0f lhes ? affections, 19 died tuberculous, and 15 non- 
t w U ^^-, Of 209 i Chldre ?'T ha died ' vitbout havin S had s mall-pox, or in 
Of h °£V!;vn term ! nal and qmcfciy fatal, 127 had tubercles, and 82 had them not. 
Wnlnnr d nr *°1 ^ eea Taccinated > 138 died tuberculous, and 70 non-tu¬ 
be rculous. Of 9o who had not been vaccinated, 30 were tuberculous, and 65 not 

n„nto t i t 'w n0l f ! E ? arlatina ’ , and ! ypb°id fever, according to the observers just 
quoted, have a tendency to dispose tubercles to pass into the cretaceous state. 
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lubeL e™ "crofuta L 1 d, d , ™ an J','° v b . e opposed lo the development of 
,0 be DTCuliarU-W f ^ i coun , ,r ' es ! a "' hlch mtermittents prevail, are asserted 
.L r f , nl ! uberculous diseases: but this is doubted by others. At 

™StSf„ lle ^“ Scientific Congress, very'different opinions wefe 

of RothefnrTh-?. t 0f he - anta S° n ; sm of ague and tubercle: and M. Lefevre, 
ot Rochefort, has recently written to the Academy of .Medicine to state that in 

- uSTiT ;" te ™i«o^,P-vail, phthisis, also, is very common ’ 

Almost all authors, with the exception of Dr. Boyd, seem to consider that tu 
berculous affect,ons are more common in women than n m”n OuU DS a es 
of scrofula (external tuberculosis) admitted into the new di penC under our 
care and that of our colleague Mr. Potter, from February, ISdt to February- 
1846 62 were males, and 66 females; 80 of the whole were belmv°ixteenand 

glant“ wa^ afemaie. a“ed°siMy pa,ientS > affec,ed with “^fula of the axillary 

dilS=^ 

as scrofula is concerned, we know that it may occur at any age, and W our own 
experience, should be inclined to doubt, whether its frequency at different periods 

Die of differnnf S ° ^p ®" 1 “ 15 , lhou S ht > from lbe elation to\he number of peo- 
KSS * Se T S ’ how fft 10 be sufficiently established, that those 
mltn ih ■ h generally regarded as the signs of the scrofulous diathesis 
make their appearance more commonly in early age. It is probable that the oc- 
ctLional causes will act more powerfully upon young persons. 

ful-i “f J i rCd that ll , le S .P™S is lhe season of the year at which scro- 

cerbation P br6ak ° Ut ’ and "’ hen iorofulou3 sores undergo a kind of exa- 

dnilTcf- 3 eo 3 ra phical distribution of scrofula is an interesting subject, but the 
l d ,n ,h. We , ha 7v f ^n.sh us With most imperfect information ; Ly whh re . 
Tude mteraal forms of tubercular diseases, is there anything like exacti- 

‘ W« T „ E i!-[ r n m rSi lnS,a ! , T°i n dl< l^ requenc - v of 'uberculosis in different countries 

tude'ln°K “ th,S maller ' Frora ,he 60111 degree of north lati¬ 

tude to the 50th, tuberculosis is very scarce; for in 1,000 cases of death there 

h RTss^m • nS F mP !‘° n , ; (t i hlS ^ pears erroneou5 > fOT scrofula is more frequent 
* a , ‘?, than m England; the disease in Russia affecting more the outward 
parts and bones; the same in Scotland, and in Iceland;) from lhe 50th to the 45th 
the disease is more frequent. So in Vienna, of 1,000 deaths, 114 arise from con¬ 
sumption; in Munich, 107; in Berlin, 71; in London, 246. In Paris, the propor- 
X ° a ' sa jtl G m Marseilles, a 4th; in Philadelphia, an Sth; in Nizza, a 7th - in 

frenup’ t a - G U .i, m v ap i e 3 A’ an ‘5 - AIllan and liom e, a 2 °di; the disease is dlso 
frequent in the North American States, particularly in Boston. Consumption is 
said not to be scarce in Spain. Portugal, .Madrid, Gibraltar, Lisbon, Azores, Malta, 
Greece, m the .Mediterranean and Indian Archipelagos, Mauritius, and East In- 
tb» Vr/V r ni I 3 "' h ®, re il Particularly rages among the Negroes; and on 
he Western Coast of Africa. This disease is more scarce, accordion to report, upon 
xt®, 1 ' 0r,/lcT! . 1 Coorf ot Africa, and ill Egypt ; in Persia; in the interior parts of 
North America; on the shores of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri, (according 
to Clark:) also at the Cape of Good Hope. Does the approach to the sea exe°- 
cise a beneficial or an injurious influence ? For both sides authorities may b° 
quoted, and contradictory opinions supported by matters of fact. Aboard ships" 
and among sailors, the disease is scarce. Nothing favours the rise of tuberculosis 
more than transportation from a warm to a colder climate.” 

Dr. Glovers exposition of the general principles of treatment in scrofula, com¬ 
mences with some remarks upon the importance of such hygienic and medicinal 
means, as shall tend to strengthen the organism, as well for the purpose of pre- 
vention as of cure. In regard to his opinion of the curative powers of the several 
remedtes, we can only afford room for a brief statement of the general conclusions 
to Which he has arrived from the results of his observations. 

Of Digitalis, Dr. G. remarks: 

“ ' Vhe .u we consider the powerful diuretic effects which foxglove can exert we 
may easily understand how it comes to be useful in scrofulous affections: but lhis 
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property is combined with so many inconveniences, as i 0 account folly for the 
efficac” 115 remedy ’ 3nd ' he " Se ° f Safer means "'hich "re also more 

UveUwe^DT'S: Ne ^ er ' S * a * e ™"‘ ia >o 'heir cura- 

■ “° n a r C ,r fnl co f itle ralion °f ‘he evidence which he adduces in support of the 
virtue^ of the remedy, we are disposed to regard these as of a very doubtful cha 
racter. The treatment was, irt many of the cases, of such lon~ duration and the 
apparent physiological operation of the remedy so obscure, that we Cannotbelieve 

X'4t;sEn££ rA h ^ ases of 

,... j* chiefly in the intervals of the io/linc treatment, or in a ca=e of marked de 
nreSr-h" 3 ' we s hould recommend the use of these substances.' We sometimes 
-entian b whh -'""'TrP ai ! ounc u e of 'he concentrated infusion of 

takeuhrcea dnv t ”T' S ‘hfoted sulphuric acid; a tablespoonful lobe 

Dr. Glover, and of to »ll^ e Mr. r ^^^7j,,“ cSc^tL^^Ufortn^ 
used to a P p[ni; a h e aff 5 8 ° r 12 ™ S ° f bromiae b -t, 

» 30 «>;• j™ps m- trfe ”,ft’to “ is IS™ 

D Th■ c ? nce jV es t m i?ht be given now with advantage, 
iul than the chloride', less active tha71*etodfldT‘''Not e h° n5Kler5 m ° rC P °"'. er ' 

.0 his results, may be used instead of the iodide ’ accorJ >^ 

othw m a eanro?f^e , n,7cb njUn f 0n i ? f ^ Mhins and mineral wa,CTS > wi ‘h the 
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the treatment of'\he di^eLe^reouenav'fii 1 Sub j ec ! - for experiment, for which 

He, in conclusion, su^ts Snf.lT’m 65 B f le S 1 1 “ mate field, 
work of Labeaume, translated** into the'fhenclfbv ]Sbr?P ^ “S" 0 ***- In , the 
stances in winch the application of rnilvnnf S m . b> r , PaJa P ral i are several in- 
been attended with the result of either w* ?° scrofulous tumours seems to have 
absorption. eilber hastenm 3 their suppuration, or producin'* 

° { rr? or scrofula, 

of the treatment of the dTsease ' elu cidate lbe aulh °r’s 

valuable facts in ^iueldatim'o^the^pmfioloeTofthe'iii 5 ** VCry Se am0unt of 
hints m relation to its treatment Tim time it n lbsease > and some useful 
will 1.^K“,kSoSfi "i EJffiSftS £ 

D. F. C. 

affording the of the plants 

% Joseph Carson, M D Professor of \i, t .*““?> ?"d descriptive letterpress. 


that of S presenthig'faithful^emesent'uSns'oniie 0 fUlGI ^ in,en,ionsof 1 *e author; 
with such accompanyiii" tew a- ; 5 'renin °l , be m ? re 'mpprlant medicinal plants, 
remedial properties J in* the execu^n ol thl l^r rela,ioas “"d 

himself to the fullest extent nf th* u\ n m |S » Carson has not only availed 
materials at hiscommK ba5 employed tile ample 

and important information The onlv ohieetin er or5 ’ a . ni1 ,n ,Ile ditiusion of new 
has not gone at greater ien" h in.n mflll? " e , mak 1 e 10 ' he " ork is, that he 
various objects treated unnn -V - ■ _ e hotanical and medical history of the 

subject, and of definitively settlin'* "^m'anv nf°i! e n>ora ca P able of elucidating the 
boots, as regards llie exact^n rrf- 'nf' r , confllc " D S statements found in 
medics. Urce;5 ° f man >' of ,he ®<»‘ common vegetable re- 

of the plant The figure nf nri m ,' C „v-i • - m , 0 ., 1° subsequent designers 

and f^hmedS To™ uires Z°t knownlotV' t* - 

ra?e nrice Ihnn'honl-ff.r" 0 ! ™f,"“ e li n . e y er >' res P ec h an . d a ‘ a much mme mode- 
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and we trust that both the author and the enterprising publisher will be amply re- 
paid, both in fame and in a pecuniary point of view, for the labour and expense to 
which they have been subjected. 


Art. XIV.-An Examination into the Health and Longevity of the Southern Seaports 
of the United States , with reference to the subject of Life Insurance . Bv J. C. Nott 
]\I. D., of Mobile, Ala.— (South. Journal of Medicine and Phdrmactt, January and 
March,) 1847, pp. 32,8vo. J: J 


We are gradually obtaining possession of a large amount of valuable information, 
relative to the influences exerted by climate in various sections of our widely 
spread country. The principal cities on the sea-board of the Middle and Eastern 
States, have each been subjected to very accurate investigation, and their relative 
conditions as to health and mortality exhibited through'’ laborious statistical re¬ 
searches now made public. 

In the West, Dr. Spare has laboured in the same cause, and presented tables 
and arguments illustrative of the influences of the climates of the Western States 
on the continuance of life * We have now, valuable additions from Dr. Nott, of 
Mo ode, who, in the pages of the Southern Journal of Medicine and Pharmacy , has 
favoured us with his investigations into the Health and Longevity of the Southern 
portions of the Sea-board of the United Slates. 

Among the curious facts developed through statistical researches is that of the 
greater proportion of those attaining to extreme longevity in the reputed sickly 
regions of the South, over those of the more healthy districts of the Northern States. 
J he census shows a constant falling off in the proportions living at the several 
decennial periods, as we trace the numbers from the active to the advanced ages, 
tar more/apid in the Southern and W r estern States, than in others of the same 
a m? i e ‘ beyond the age of 90, we find the reverse of this. 

1 he more frequent instances of extreme longevity observed in the South, over 
those in the North, Dr. Nott thus attempts io explain. Ci May it not be ac¬ 
counted for by the well-known fact, that in very old people, in whom the vital 
powers are much exhausted, there is little power to resist extreme cold? The 
dinerence between town and country at the South, as will be seen by referring to 
the above table, is not great; but the difference at the North, is 100 per cent, or 
more, because the inhabitants of cities are not so exposed to extreme cold as those 
ol the country; they are protected from winds by the multitude of houses, and 
heir dwellings are belter built for excluding cold. I will here quote a table from 
Uuetelets 1 Rcchcrches sur la reproduction ct la Mortality, de l horn me aux differens 
ages, ct sur la population dc la Belgique, : which he gives 4 in order that we mav 
ascertain at what ages extreme heat or extreme cold is most to be feared. 7 *1 
also add a table from Boston, by Mr. Shattuck.f 


Stillborn, 

First month after Birth, 

4 to 6 Years 
8 to 12 1 

12 to 16 1 

16 to 20 
20 to 25 1 

25 to 30 < 

40 to 45 ‘ 

62 to 65 < 

79 to 81 < 

90 and upwards, 

* Hunt’s Magazine, vol 
f Mr. Shattuck tells us, 
unfavourably.” 


Deaths during Deaths in July 

Months of for 100 Deaths Deaths in Boston 

January. July, in January. over 00. 

--^ __A l 

269 

215 

0-80 

Jan’y, 

109 per cent. 

3.321 

1,719 

0-52 

Feb’y, 

116 

ll Cl 

878 

'600 

0-59 

Marli 

1-02 

c: t: 

616 

447 

0-73 

April, 

1-02 

ll u 

409 

420 

1-05 

May, 

•80 

ll c 

502 

545 

109 

June, 

•69 

1C ll 

361 

796 

0 93 

July, 

•77 

ll ll 

793 

724 

0*92 

Aug., 

•97 

i : u 

818 

613 

0-75 

Sept.,. 

•75 

it it 

968 

525 

0-54 

Oct., 

•94 

:i u 

658 

332 

0-51 

Nov., 

104 

:: u 

252 

99 

0-39 

Dec., 

105 

a u 


that the “ winter months (in Boston) alfect old people most 
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In our northern cities oIhTJL '? Th ? 2rly periods of Iife >) than Belgium, 
and the mortality amongst the lX^summ™ ““ P res |f d a P on Vcold, 
perhaps in the civilized = wor Id is tin, in rt ! S “PP^g- The worst climate 
United States; viz., thenorthernaMnn ; P 0 ?, 1 , 0 . 11 of ,be interior of the 

informed by Dr. Forty that at Fort Sneltinw"’ Pi™ 3 ’ ", 15consln ,^c. We are 
faithful observer,) 2 thermometer lisls 3 ’ ( he aulhonl y of Dr- Wright, a 

Chad eston* and^k^tv^Orl'emi^°vhfch ! ^ e ,? r ? at Pfoportion of centenarians seen in 
close. Besides bein" »Sr,! ’ A. ,hl ? k >,' V|1 L be clearly established before we 

of the reverse- they are lil h = longevity of a population, is evidence 
places » ; y Said 10 exiat m 1)16 greatest proportion in the most sickly 

iiisssass 

aa gnsMBS aassa 

fevers This is . 01 ‘ ho exemption of marshy tracts from miasmatic 

the lo«- aid maX kern alhl" **■*? ‘T flows >V raak vegetation of 

autumn prevent'its ievtumS ti ’ re , sis " n g decomposition until the frosts of 
"one thatkind of deenmn P,™ U , . T . lie P ,anls thus decay without having under- 
wlierever vegetable rnnttn° 3 tl ° n wl “t pr ,° duce5 ,he raost deleterious gases. But 

therefore as the ti 1 A^ 150 " 0110 emanations m a very concentrated state. So far 
season*/health is maintained ° C * * 6 " aIers tetaia > ba - level, throughout the 

the 51 !'’ ,' vharever 'he waters subside and leave the beds, banks and fertile flats to 
ne ? .b.^^tetS ° f hEa ’ 2nd m ° i5tUre - lhere -HI sick- 

e-veu the distance of a mile or two from the stoppage of tide water will 

; 3&- 1 “ ■" te “»<—«- 

- rv , refers 10 ,he subject of yellow fever, or stran"ers ! fever as it is nation 

fevlr ar The n former"° me otber . s ? uthern and also to the country or bilious 

indh-idual h mnr^f g enera, cd m crowded populations, and seldom attacks an 
2S b f, mK ;: 1C 1- 1,e Changes his residence, and remains away 
a sullicient length of time to lose his acclimation. In this res D ect there is a strit 

tefmhienTa 7" s °r,f er <feeasU , S of the South, a "d more e^iecUlly with t 
'™, ‘ en and remittent fevers, attacks of which tend to establish a strop" predi= 

arrived 1 n? ,h f S r ° U,hern have remarked that thl S 

ences d of P nm? o° for , e, = nars > for a y ear two seem to resist the unhealthy influ. 
ences of southern climates better than the natives, a It is true."' savs Dr 
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oVli'f fnliw S . f?Ver K‘: aCkS ,u Wi,h , m °r e v ‘° ! l nce lhe P le,ll0ric ' stranger and is more 
oilen fatal to him; but, on ihe other hand, this miasmatic poison, (like Harpies the 

lab ed offspring of Tcllus and Occanus,) feeds upon the bloated livers of the native 
jitid drags him prematurely to the grave. So far from being the apologist of the 

Tf° aS f ^ e , soulh > 1 rank them with the most detestable po * 
lions of the globe, out of the tropic of the old continents ” 1 

The immunity against yellow fever possessed by the negro race, is a very re. 
markable fact winch Dr. ISott thus notices. “ I have seen the disease prevailYve 
times in Mobile, and have attended several liundred cases amongst the whites 
but not a single well-marked one in a pure blooded negro, and not more than two 

and rnnl'n "‘“'.f 0 “ : ' here is a ? reater "umber of unaSclimated negmes 

: rn hTnnf 2 h m® su T ,er dlan whites. The smallest admixture of ne- 

j,ro blood, even though the subject be brought from a more northerly state, seems 
lo be a potent antidote against this morbid poison. 1 know there have been 
hem-dm P d? nS -"Yi! le hl ?r°’ ? f ye'Iow fever, and a memorable one has already 
df en J J K, h 1 e P“ lemic " f l8 19 •" this place, when whites, blacks, lm 
dians and mixed bloods were attacked tndiscriminately. These exceptions do not 

w e h e rrr kabl< 7 When r e re,nernbarthal lhe re are many instances recorded 
and beS's » ^ fr ° m unknown causes i has been extensively fatal also to birds 

,.,P r - Nett presents some very interesting tabular statements, exhibiting the con¬ 
dition of the population of Charleston, the diseases producing the mortality em¬ 
bracing a period from 1828 to 1845. In one of his comments" he makes the fo! 
owing statement in regard to visitations of yellow fever: “A n examination of our 
able shows that although there were light endemic visi.ationsYheThave mallv- 

and’lSM^rfnd in i'-® ,U ’ enl >' >' ear5 . except those of 1S38 

and 1839, and m these tu o years lhe disease %vas brought into action by extraor- 

dmery causes. A medical friend of Charleston, who is familiar with the facts and 

. H • wL a l h nnved V h te f me |’ ‘ d - UrinS t,liS > ear ( I838 )> in A P ril -- a large part of the 
utj was destroyed bj fire, leaving an immense surface covered with decomposa- 

vW^Z?r’,?r P l°T X t0 - lhe ra >'? of the sun ; man ’J of the cellars and sinks were filed 
f r f l WaS ' rn P™ ,ik 10 remove. '« this very situation there teas avast 
' * r 'f foreigners occupied in removing the ruins .’ When there is an increased 
demand tor mechanics and labourers, they will of course come in from other 

u ctYYoDl et^ for'Yin ; r' <! I" 01 ° n 'fi 1 CaH5<J ^ed for the disease, but the sub¬ 
jects -upplierl for it to feed on. 1 he same causes were still in operation to some 

JS'Y'Y'l 9 K 0 f0 ° lVln fi, yeai i I8 , 3 , 9 - J he dealhs of non-natives in these years were, 
cfa's’s.” * ’ m ° re lan d ° Ub 6 ' he mortali 'y ordinary years amongst this 

With regard to diseases of the liver and spleen, looked upon as the -reate=t 
o. southern latitude, Dr. Nott observes: “ Persons at the North, who have 
read Johnson on the Liver, and others works of English writers on diseases of hot 
ct'in'lcs have often,^ without sudicient investigation^regarded the Southern States 

New 0 ?e^s4 df eaYs“nnf re r‘ e T in Charles,on ( a " d with.Mobile and 
told’«„np f r r 6 aImo5t unkn °W", while in Bengal, weare 
to d, one half the dealhs are from diseases of the liver.’ I can declare with con- 
fidence, and my professional brethren here will sustain me, that I see fewer di«- 
eases of the liver in Mobile than of any important organ £ the body. I do n* 
{[mk I exaggerate, when I say, that the cases in my practice, belonmnYo Mobile 
do not exceed one a year This remark only applies to the southern leaport^ I 

States" xvhere*all innlar a[°d r - the d b ' I,0US feV ® r ^ v" s of lhe in,erior of tbe Southern 
states, wnere all malarial disorders are seen m abundance.” 

P T ' f\ ott some interesting information in relation to the mortality of the 
coloured population of Charleston, and compares it with that exhibited in some 
'[ iCr ® Us excess over that of the whites is so remarkable. “To 
,b °? e ’ iy be ° b ? erve ?- " "' bo believe that the excessive mortality amongst this class 
IS a, ’" bu { a , bl ? 10 < r lilI,a,e alone .- and who believe that the“condition of 
j- .“ pa ? e Y^® 1 !’? ,m P roved b y emancipation, 1 will say, without fear 
of contradiction, that if health and longevity (and I might add happy face“Vare 

rnn 1 (and°die'southern'state"" J ‘ h , e >' are ia a betlcrcondWon in Charles¬ 

ton, (and the Southern States generally.) than any labouring class on the face 
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aVoiver'morlnliiVu 11 remail ? a 1 h!e ( act l,lat ‘Ids class in Charleston, shows not only 
a , 0 ",? mortal| ty l,1:m any labouring class of any country, but a lower mortalitv 

anTcoun^vin^ur?n PUla,i 0 n , ( v Cl, l' lin F the h ‘ sher “lasses, nobility and all) of 
couldTenaLp f P ’ T ‘ Bp ‘ , Ea S lani! .' "»h "hich it is about on h par. If we 
itisnowSowbcf“ 1 col “\ reJ ’ the ra « 10 would doubtless be below England, as 
combincd in ltn inn °£ akCn a , pan from ,he country. Freedom and'climate 
Cholera at the Smith *~T\ ’ * raore destructive t0 l ^ e ne " r0 than slavery and Asiatic 
Uiolera at the bouth. This scourge, which in 1836. in Charleston fell most heavilv 
upon the negroes, raised the mortality for that year, to one in 20 - w ile in Son 
it averages about 1 in 35 . 7> 3 } wmiein Dosion 3 

wiA U Dr I N^U , °Tnve 5 h'n^in<; US Hct. n 0 t |l Ce ma " y olker interesting points connected 
investigations. He has thrown out much valuable information from 
the comparatively scanty materials he has been able to collect, and bTin"deeolv 
imbued with the proper spirit for investigating such subjects, he will doubtless kJ 
onifeL r the Soujr me ^ 0CCaS ‘ 0n " i,U additional inquiries into the chances 

G. E. 


Art. XV . On Indigestion, and certain Bilious Disorders often conjoined with it To 
h lt «»«*“•*«< AWe.wZW. By Gkouce Chapun CtttLpf h“hsician 
pp^l^ t nSler General dispensary. London: John Churchill, 1847 * 8vo. 

'Tins little volume, though offering nothing of striking novelty, presents an ex . 

one e loTs n s t e 0f indi f S,i0 ! 1 f‘ d its ids, and is^S^^, 
one who has seen much and observed well. Indeed, the author says “the ma- 

vem!* H°, r - lhl3 V V, me liave 1,ecn " ra<!uall >‘ collected in the cours'e of several 
\ ears, during which my aitentiou was closely directed to its subject. Throughout 

al‘"cn U sp r> ’’nr reC r rde ‘ m t unlform manner—secured by mean! of printed tables 
fe “ Ihe^e to!eVhet S ? ,10n t 11 0QCa ' red ' n , rae ”> Police, and by carefully collat- 
di?e«» * rtr - 1 endeavoured to deduce accurate inferences respecting the 
, The npmmns contained in this book may be viewed as the conclusion* 
to which I was in this way led. :: (Preface, p. ii.) 

To make the work more completely practical, it was deemed expedient to de¬ 
scribe certain hepatic derangements which, blended with the symptoms of indfees- 
treatmeni 60 ' P ° ^ COnSlilute lhe "W of cases actually presentedfor 

Iiidim-tton ie / C , ha , plerS lreaI ° f r ,be Ca ?? esl > Physiology, and Morbid Anatomy of 
iidi-ution. and this portion of the subject is very cleverly handled, and shows 

1V ' ' , ' II j D10b e weH acquainted with the labours of recent investigators. In Chapter 

i,.;’’ a . r,e, !| s °(Indigestion, the difficulties and inconveniences of any fixed 

I rnu' 1353 ,* 1 ’?, a , r - e po! - r,,ei1 oui - A description of the various forms, and 
p ominent.y mptoms of Indigestion, with its complications, occupies die remainder 
fthis httle treatise We are unable to follow the author inhis excel™.and 
m fci m C0Unt -°i- , ie ‘"numerable phenomena of this Protean disorder, or to 
notice the very judicious measures he recommends for their relief We can 
only express our conviction of the value of ibis unpretending volume, treating, 
no/^ fnr e il’p°r COmP ^hints wh,ch pervade all ranks of society,'and which, though 
, , lhe "me seriously interfering with the daily avocations of the sufferer 

to feffic/nror i‘ S e -'j 15 le .nce.nheerless and irksome, and are certain, ultimately. 
10 millet profound and lasting injury upon the constitution. J ' 

en tonlf or u° n ’ 7® ma y men ‘ ion ^ Dr. Child speaks very highly, as an astring- 
ent tome, of the algaravilla, a South American plant, and hitherto used only in the 
arts its medicinal properties he states to be those of an astringent and demul- 
Lent n 1? soft to the taste, and easily borne by the stomach, lichee in dyspepsia 
maj be given earlier m the treatment than most oilier remedies of the same class. 
He has found the algaravilla peculiarly suited to the diarrhtra of children. The 
,1 -f, r° n ‘ S mad ® b - v boibn S an ounce °f the substance, in twenty-five ounces of 
: c f° r a Boadm of an hour, and straining when colil. The dose for an adult 

i=U\o orthree tablespoonfuls thrice daily. The part of the nlnnt imnoHo,! 
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^° r/ 0/ ,ke Su P™<*‘^ of the Insane Hospital at 
^BraUleboTo 1 , Kl(it Su P c ™ 1 ^ of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane, 

3 ‘ llmforZfnfaTejL^iil 1 *"* andS ^rinlendent of the McLean Asy- 

4. Seventh Annual Report of,he Superintendent of,he Boston Lunatic Hospital for 1845. 

5 ' ^Mas^fo^r 1 ° flhe ******* of the State Lunatic Hospital, at Wor- 

*■ s ,hc ycar 1846 ‘ By T,,0MAS 

'' ( Baltimore.') for the year 1840. 

1 °nia"for Uw'year fstl ****” S “ pCnnte,<fcn ' °f thc Veriem Asylum, Virgi - 

1 ‘ irf o/ "' c 0/,, ° Z,ma " c ^ov- 

|o" fcj° 4 //<e S 74 rin '^;"' Kentucky Lunatic Asylum Jor the near 1846 

* fi-SS * 1 ***** 

f ! nCe he berame connected with 


Patients in Hospital, Nov. 30, 1S45 
admitted duringthe year 
Whole number of cases during the year 
Discharged during the ycar 
Ilemaining Nov. 30, 1840 
Of the patients discharged, there recovered 
w , , “. “ died 

U hole number of patients admitted in 6 years 
nr , ' “ discharged 

Ut whom there were recovered 
Besides those discharged there have died 


Males. 

55 

45 

100 

41 

50 

23 


323 

241 


21 


Females. 

30 

57 

87 

40 

41 
23 

2 

265 

216 

10 


Total. 

85 

102 

187 

87 

100 

46 

5 

58S 

457 

217 

31 


that .1 d n0t -' ^ express the opinion. 

ft'l^rapSSe - l/T - PriVa,e tead ^ P^Hc'schooU gh"e 

I have the opinion that not onedral^SSS M^Sss a 
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mhtln" 0 ™,'hr whol 1 ly, ° ,he sub j ect > perhaps no goodwill come ol 
tio‘ n k s insane b n B ‘ f d 1 ev0,e<1 Physician did possess the requisite qualifica- 
the diseSl h-r W S C ° U V not , b f. as "' e11 lr . ea, ? d at l'°me as in a Hospital. Whether 
or both the scene-T P roduc ? (1 <' lrecll y °r indirectly, by a physical or moral cause, 
the malar!v -ifp 111 nti associations, which accompanied, nay, may have produced 
convmlncesTnl c “ ed >° P^ote its cure. Nor ian all the necessary 
of a uhvMcfnn he >t PP ‘f n u e5 be , had , m r P riva,s famil J'. "or can the prescriptions 
fortlfe purpose and enforced > as tliey'can in an institutionfitted 

“ Without aspiring to be a public teacher. I may be permitted to mate a few 
suggestions to my professional friends, which my imited acquaint™ with the 
subject enables me to offer. I will lay down a single proposition” vl".: Precisely 
the same medical treatment is required, when insanity is present, (which is only a 

sw “n. 1 ;™ ”«» 5 ” • a ~ ".Si,; 

,his sitl !P !e n?°‘>e °f investigation, many physicians, I am con- 
acuTe mnnt s f 1 Ti™, * "“r ‘ 1,nam , raa,1 ° n > 5 necessarily present, in all eases o{ 
is not !!te| J , le lancet follows the opinion promptly, perhaps repeatedly. It 
‘I " ot n - l?t . ed ! bat general bleeding is never necessary, but 1 do beliere very few 
bmfn d qU h e and ," US m - ore ‘"P'ry ‘ 3 done in most cases 'o the powers 6f the 
nent ileme r 5 ’ n,' ““'i 6 - re ™ ed >' u5lIa »>: resorted to. Temporary or perma- 

Incnl "i‘“? f 6n 0 u s 1 ‘! s depletion. As arterial action is always unequal, 
SjSS 1 bl00l, - leU,,, =’ W0Uld be as efficieat - if and in 

casM n inwhi!d. iS m k | e 0fl h n i m - ade by f " and3 ’ and physicians is, in considering those 
nn t -!• l - melanc h ol y ls a prominent symptom, as requiring a more tonic 
O? cn' m " la, Th ? than "° se ° f mania - ™* hy no means follows as matter 

no, & £?' ■ The <hfrere, ! ce of'fn consists in the portion of the organ alTected, and 
not in its» \ igour. nor action of its vessels. “ } 

“Another more common and grave mistake in these cases arises from their 
being less violent, and occasioning less trouble to those who have the care of them 
consequently their proper treatment is neglected, until none which can be adopted 
wd succeed. Organic change has taken place, and the patient drags out a raise- 
rable existence, or commits suicide, and the friends lay the flattering unction to 
their souls, that they have done all they could;' and so the matter rests? 7 

2 By Dr. Rockwell's report we are informed that, in the Vermont Asylum for 
the Insane, at the commencement of the year. J 

The number of patients was 
Admitted during the year 
Whole number for the year 
Discharged during the vear 
Kemaininu Aug. J, 18-16 
Of those discharged there recovered 
died 

Whole number of patients admitted in ten years 
Of whom have recovered 
“ « died 


\ns\nht L f ; ;-T , ; wumvmgexiraci gives us some 

insight into the Doctor s method of treatment. 

“Whenever there can be detected any physical disease in any part of the 
human system, it is treated as in other slates of the mind. After all, we depend 
much on the faithfulness of kind and intelligent nurses, wholesome and nourishing 
d et, neat and well ventilated apartments, the different kinds of bathing, plenty of 

farm " 1 nf !" I T" “ r ’ 5 ,her by r,din S= ".^mg, or cultivating the garden and 
St, f sarb a = reeable employment of the mind and body, as shall promote 
healdi, and call into exercise those faculties of the mind as are unemployed. 


Moles. 

Females. Total. 

12G 

143 

2G9 

95 

102 

197 

215 

245 

4G0 

78 

91 

169 

137 

154 

291 



94 



25 



1032 



434 



84 

occupied with 

topics which 
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Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

- 78 

73 

151 

76 

72 

148 

154 

145 

299 

66 

60 

126 

88 

85 

174 

34 

31 

65 


restoration of the insane. The patients are furnished with sf-iimnor,- 
encouraged to write on all subjects except that of their insanity Then’ r C f 

mmmmm 

The general course of moral treatment is the same as in other institutions. 

3. By Dr. Bell : s report it appears that at the McLean Asylum, 

The number of patients January 1 , 1846, was 
Admitted during the year 
Whole number during the year 
Discharged during the year 
Remaining at the end of the year 
Of the patients discharged there recovered 
“ “ “ died 

During the past ten years, from 1837 to 1846 inclusive, 

The whole number of patients admitted was 
Oi whom there have been discharged restored 
“ died 

ssiSFAsr Ijr ,te »"* ttaTssri 

.""SS’^Srw™n'raSwSlMkfim 


1,383 

715 

128 


minutiai of symp.oms ,o the , w„ri Nnihin °- COmmon C0,lfiJence > *° detail the 

sdfaaSa'fSSS 
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Isl^ofJu^y^fsss^to^th^nih'of November, ^1846^ ° f SeVen ’ een m ° n,hs > fr ° m the 


Number of patients June 30th, 1S-15 
Admitted since 
Whole number undertreatment 
Discharged 

Remaining November 30th, 1346 
Uf those discharged there were restored 
died 


65 

20 

85 

20 

65 

8 

6 


Females. 

Total. 

55 

120 

29 

49 

•84 

169 

22 

42 

62 

127 

12 

20 

6 

12 

^entery, l • 

epilepsy, 


1; exhaustion, 1; marasmus. J Seneral para, ^ i3 ’ 4 
inentfonedperiod^DnsTrtnnarks^foilmvs " 6 49 P ^" 13 admi “ ed in the »bove- 
buti““'b e :Le SSI reeo'rtf \"am I^ >‘° 3 

purpose^f a , 'curadve m iri=iitudon > ^ °hl "“‘’"p^adapfedm^he 

first Treasurer'ofThe'Hospital* the trustees* 11 ‘ he c ° n ' empla,ed resi gnalion of the 

^ss£S^@saa 

had long delayed lo give their due weight.' 7 J ^ Knew, he 

In regard to Dr. Chandler, the trustees say: « Thev are hnnnt? * , . 


Patients in the Hospital, Dec. 1 . 1845 
Admitted in the course of the vear 
Whole number 
Discharged 


Males. Females. Tola'. 

W2 168 360 

138 139 277 

330 307 637 
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Males. Females. Total. 

Remaining at the end of the year 200 167 367 

Of those discharged there recovered 72 82 154 

“ “ died 20 18 38 

Causes of death..— Marasmus 5, apoplexy and palsv 2, epilepsy 2, consumption 4 
disease ot heart 2, suicide 3, disease of brain G, lung fever 3, dropsy 1, erysipelas o’ 
diarrhoea 4, congestive fever 1, rupture 1, exhaustion 1, convulsions 1. 


Whole number of patients admitted in 14 years 
‘‘ “ discharged do. 

Of whom there recovered 
“ “ died 


Males. 

Females. 

Tola], 

1328 

1255 

2583 

104D 

961 

2010 

573 

G19 

1192 

119 

94 

213 


Ill health, 77 says Dr. Chandler. “ is the most prominent cause of insanity, as 
classed in our table of causes, which is mostly made up from the representations 
of relations and others who bring patients to the Hospital. But this cause, arisin" 
from its many sources, is undoubtedly the most fruitful of mental derannemenf. 
Its tendency is to impair the material instrument of the mind, so that impressions 
made upon it are responded to in a deranged tone. Ill health is often accompanied 
by want of sleep, which is one of the most invariable symptoms of recent insanity 
and it so often precedes it as frequently to be regarded as a cause. ’ 

“ There are usually several circumstances, all of which conspire to bring on that 
state of brain and nervous system that results in mental derangement. The one 
that seems most prominent to the friends is the one here recorded. It is difficult, 
and often impossible, to ascertain the true and relative bearings of the various 
circumstances around us, upon our own minds, but it is much more difficult to 
ascertain the precise objects that suggest each successive link in the chain of 
thought that is passing through the mind of another.” 

One of the most interesting portions of Dr. C.’s report, is a table “showin" the 
prospect of living for those who are attacked with insanity and do not recover, 
deduced from one hundred and ninety-three cases that terminated fatally at the’ 
hospital.” J 

The average duration of life of these one hundred and ninety-three persons of 
both sexes, after becoming insane, was four years, five months and twenty-one 
days. “The chance of life,” says Dr. C., « for those not labouring under any dis¬ 
ease of the body or mmd, is computed, at the corresponding ages, by Insurance 
Co. s, to be about twenty-five years.” 

The moral treatment at the Hospital in Worcester has always been elaborate 
and efficiently conducted. During the winter of I845-G, Dr. Woodward established’ 
a school for the patients. It was continued for some time “ with interest and bene- 
lit to those who took part in the exercises, 7 ' but was finally suspended. 


G. From Dr. Butlers report we glean the following statistics:— 


Patients in the Retreat at the beginning of the year 
Admitted in the course of the year 
Whole number 
Discharged 

Remaining, April 1st, 1847 
Of those discharged there recovered 
“ “ died 

Causes of death. —Epilepsy 1, paralysis 1, disease of brain 2, marasmus 1 ex¬ 
haustion 3, disease of heart 1, chronic diarrhena 1, erysipelas 1. 

hole number of admissions in 23 years J671 

“ “ recoveries “ gpo 

t: deaths « 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

53 

63 

116 

50 

61 

111 

103 

124 

227 

47 

62 

109 

56 

62 

118 

16 

40 

56 

8 

3 

11 


“Recovery from insanity alone/ 7 says Dr. Butler, “is frequently not the only 
benefit patients derive from a prolonged residence in asylums. The seclusion 
from excitement, and the suspension of their ordinary avocations, give them often¬ 
times an opportunity, which they would not otherwise have, of obtaining permanent 
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t^ 3dieS t! ‘ a ' ma >- W bad aa important influence i.. 

moral characte'r of tho'se^iT whom ^ re T ae " ,i > r f° un <l in the improvement of the 
Of the appetites, or thetndu,^‘^heSnf" mduCed b >‘ ,be S^tion 

which surround them; the^sahuarVre^traints°, Wn; ,! b , c s .° od order and regularity 
the house requires them to submit\o"ether with ail",( l lbe P ater " al discipline of 
ences which are brought to bear upon them dnr n^ ,t,‘° mo [ al an d religious influ- 
in many cases been productive of P t he happifs, effect Pen ° d reflection > have 

them in abiIit - v 10 a ™d 

than the relief from mental disease. f ' usef ulness and enjoyment. 

causes of i'lsanit/and^rroL^ureducTflo^Vn^u™ 05 ' ° f ’ he P re disposing 

looked. It is a considerationljfgreaUmpo^tenc^anTmnch 3 beE • '°° I ? Uch ° re “ 
respecting it. Abundant illustrations mnv ho fn»„4 ™ h rem: ? ]ns l0 . be learned 
1\ e often attribute insanity to some annarZi 0 • v nd ln ever y Lunatic Hospital, 
of the case would show that for its real thmmtf 1cau5e > ' vllde 11)6 lull history 
back to the years of early life- oThL famfle a S t^s° re re u mo , ,e cause .- must go 
teach habits of reverence submit of Jr* u^ 0 , 0 ' "? ere ,he ne S lect1o 

where the indulgence of the propensities and fcontrol > and 

our nature, have sown the seeds'^which -irp nl S ” 0 - °[ l ie beUer qualities of 

and disease. This is an imnortanf s ,,tle, , npen , lns their harvest of sorrow- 
better appreciated and understood.-' C ’ nes ' ecled n0 ' v , but by and by to be 

7. By Dr. Brigham-, report it appears that, at the New York State Asylum, 

The number of patients Nov. 30, 1845, was ^ ^ 

Admitted during the year 
Whole number 
Discharged 

Remaining, Nov. 30, 1846 
Of those discharged, there recovered 

11 1 died i>} n 

Causes of Death .—Inflammation of lungs, 2- marasmus 7 - 
ofw ' 2; - •“ >; 

Di-iharged mber ° f Pa ‘ ient? fr ° m Jan ' i6 ’ !8J3 - 10 D “- I, 1S4G i. 18l 
Of wtiom have recovered til)7 

“ “ died 

. *he present day. there are but few nnvpliioc . 1 , , 

insane. The subjects alluded to in the foflowi n » m ° ral ,realm e nt of the 

things of this country. ° ' rac “> are among the newest 

Ta, !f ,c organ ' “ has 

ticipated from the next. P It is usually played bv ^ Pair > anii lh °se an- 

valuable addition to our musfc” } P J 7 a patleDt ' and we con£ ‘ d er it a 

years experience. Schools, with ociasS exhibit ons'f* 1 ? re O' 
plays, and other literary everci^es to^ethpr with inh™-. } • ac ^ in ? of original 
fact, nearly our only amusemen£^ labour, constitute our best, and, in 

-‘ Recently, we have had at the Asylum several theairl^oi r 
bracing tableaux, the acting of short orimna' plav- ,W ^performances, em- 
which has not only interested the patients fhemselves\ i^ i°,?’ mus , 10 ’ &c -> 

visitors and strangers who were present 73 " 3 hcited the applause of 

Dr. Brigham, while at the retreat for the insane at Hartford, and during his con- 


143 

163 

306 

119 

187 

65 

13 


142 

174 

31G 

129 

187 

G8 

9 


285 

337 

622 

248 

374 

133 

22 
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nection with the asylum at Utica, has made observations on the pulse of 1 2; 
insane patients. r 5 

Tiie results are as follows: / 


from 40 to 50 beats per minute 

in 8 patients 

•• SO to 60 

tt 

u. 

22 

tt 

60 to 70 

tt 

tt 

183 

tt 

70 to 80 

tt 

tt 

233 

(: 

“ SO to 90 

u 

tt 

466 

it 

!! 90 to 100 

tt 

a 

144 

t: 

“ 100 to 110 

tt 

tt 

124 

tt 

“ 110 to 120 

tt 

tt 

54 

a 


He has also carefully measured, in several directions, the heads of 1163 p; 
tients, and irom the data thus obtained, concludes that “the size of the heads i 
the insaue does not differ materially from that of the sane.” 

from a section of the report devoted to the hereditary predisposition to insanil 
we make the following extract. 

“ Oi 1181 patients who have been in the asylum, viz., 594 men, and 587 wt 
men, 315 were known to have insane relatives. That many of the others wei 
thus predisposed we do not doubt, but we were not able to learn anythin" respec 
ing their relatives; 175 were known-to have insane parents, viz., 79 men, and 9 
women. * 7 1 7 

“ It would appear from our inquiries, and they have been very carefully coi 
ducted, that insanity is a little more likely to be transmitted by the mother than L 
the lather, and that mothers are considerably more likely to transmit to daughte 
than to sons; while the fathers mo?t frequently transmit it to sons. Thus out < 
iJ men, 4~ had insane fathers and 35 insane mothers, and in two instances bot 
parents were deranged; while of 96 women, 37 had insane fathers and 56 insai] 
mothers, and three inherited a predisposition to insanity from both parents.” 
t ,o! • remarks . u P on . toe suicidal form of insanity it is stated that, of th 

llol patients admitted into the asylum, 156 were disposed to suicide. “It i 
however, 5 says Dr. Brigham, “ a consoling fact, that this alarming variety of it 
sanity is quite often a curable one. Among the most complete and permanent rec< 
veries from insanity we have ever known, are a considerable number, who, fc 
several months, were very strongly inclined to self-destruction.” 

. m05t valuable part of the report, particularly in a medico-legal point of viev 
is an essay upon homicidal insanity, evidently the result of much observatioi 
reading, and reflection. We have room for but two extracts—the first, a class 
ncation of homicidal cases; the second, an important observation in reference t 
uie frequently alleged test of insanity—a knowledge of right and wron °\ 

“ According to our observation, the homicidal insane may be arran"eil wit 
propriety ini six classes; those belonging to one class appear to be actuated b 
motives or feelings different from the others, or the circumstances accompanvin 
the act indicate a difference in their mental condition. 

“ 1st. Those who take life in a paroxysm of passion or fury. 
i , t . °f e ' vk P c ° ra mit a homicide from delusion, who are deceived and mi: 
led by their hallucinations, illusions, or disordered imaginations. 

‘ 3d. Those who kill indiscriminately and apparently from a love of taking lift 
irom a diseased propensity and conscious desire to destroy others, a"ainsl whic 
act neither reason nor conscience remonstrates. 

/ £4 i?*u T u° Se " h ° k *^ without any apparent motive, from a sudden impulse, bi 
ot which they are not conscious, and who retain no recollection of anythin" tin 
prompted them to the act. J = 

. “ ? th * Tkose disposed to commit the same crime, and without motive, from a 
irresistible impulse, of which, however, they are conscious, and against which rei 
son often remonstrates. 

** ^to* Those who kill from imitation, or from an insane love of notoriety. 

, . V f ave ^de^voured at various times to ascertain from the insane themselve 
their ability to distinguish right from wrong, and for this purpose have questione 
on this subject in various ways several hundreds, and we cannot better exhibit it 
inapplicability as a test of their responsibility, than to say, what the truth enable 
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86 


139 


Total. 

169 

167 

336 

175 

161 

89 

14 
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,o under- 

r “ 

Admitted during the year ? 

VJTioIe number for the year 

Discharged 

Remaining Dec. 31st, 184G 

Of the patients discharged there were cured 

died 7 

Causes of Anrt—Organic Disease of Brain, 2 • Exhaustion foil - * ” 

ma, 4; Epilepsy, 2: Pulmonary consumntion V- following acute ma¬ 

te 1 ? Morbus, 1 • Delirium of fever I P ; J Erasmus, 2 ; Suicide, X; Cho- 

correcf^serrations? *» following very 

the delirium of fever or of acule cerebral inlkm* 6 P?" 601 "'“J 5 s “Henng unde'r 

known the disease hastened to a fatalTssue b - subS^"’ we belie '/ e we haw 
“!} A&h f the ri n e 10 f « y eral miles distant. Per °° n '° ' he e * p0SUre 
insisted onfthat insanhr iscurable in nronorf^ 1 ^ K d and , cannot hQ too steadily 
placed under treatment; and that a prompt removal at Which “ is 

monly desirable, still a certain clasi of ciosTnes ' °T scenes is com- 

often done, and great disappointment in results nrn limn t'? " bieb much barm is 
from home and the care of friends. The class allmled m^n^il?,' 00 remoyal 

which many days are frequently renuire.l to i ' , f hat P e ouliarform, in 
more acute inflammation^ the brain or rrect £ "' hl : lher there is not 

cated insanity. If it be the former it is haffil™^? “ an S , imple una °mpli- 
joined perhaps with a long journey is certainly nmS ° ‘ ! at a11 M P°sure, 

not unfrequently of fatal results. 'Where there areI! / 2 " ous . in j ur y, and 
or where patients are greatly prostrated from J Sr ? Und ? for ’here doubts, 

best and ultimately most satisfectorv io & 5 ' r ' U ?'"'*> s be f °und 

home, even with great temnorarv mends to have them retained at 

clearly made out, or until sufficient stren-ffi'urerained^>e nature of the case is 
without any risk from the fatigues of the" journer ? a P r r “‘ t the , ir removal 
single one. will be suflicient tn mm ‘ ill JU ,.'\ A 'ery few weeks, often a 
fail to be such as to compensate for any addition^}'!™ ' he £? sult wiU mmly 
friends may have been subjected. TheWinces of m«h ' Vh ‘ Ch the P ali ent's 
ease proves to be insanity, ivil, no, tbe di - 

Dischare«d ra * , * ed s *° ce °P en i n S of Hospital *£T 

Of whom were cured 2 3 1 U! Hi 

50 34 34 

0EGBBB9B5KSS 

least*' l6 T h “ despair - at 

our oldest and worst cases with as many as possible*of the ^ health—to surround 
be likely to impress favourably the most recent ami h™ ? ! nflu . ences would 

“Frem b ?ha[ na 0 rt e of T th Ch mi = b ‘ yf ,0 retard ' heir y estora,ion?f Uen,S > “ d “ feW 
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Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

18 

39 

57 

70 

37 

107 

88 

70 

104 

68 

30 

104 

20 

40 

00 

54 

14 

08 


Uv, ' f ce every w ? ek f or nearly six months, we had before us the gratify, 
ng spectacle of near one hundred of our household, assembled to listen to Iec- 
ure» or to witness exhibitions paying, on all occasions, a respectful and quiet 
attention to the remarks ol the lecturers and the varied illustrations, and with a 
degree o._propriety of general behaviour, that certainly would not compare urn 
ourablv wiili many ol the lecture rooms in our cities. ;; 

1 ’'. la ' h , e ^ ma ‘ e ; l,VI 7 0n tlie house, we liave this year commenced the cra¬ 
ft!}} ment ol a lady w ho, released from the care and supervision of the wards 

ihlW- ,0 i e r " C “ P f her !ime as a companion to the patients, aiding 
1r, m • tilGlr s,uJ, . cs » ^aching those whose early education has been neglected’’ 
reading m the w ards, when desired, encouraging and assisting in fancy and useful 
needlework, or, when required, devoting horns of a day. or even whole days to a 

the^loiudiiie-s —n fi . r .T l " f me > P c . rha P s > left home, and feels sensibly 
t - l, “ e ^. as 11 °f len of a residence among entire strangers* or 

the re.mhr U atten H S i ar ' SeS i ‘°i be S ° , COnst ? 1 " tly P rcse "h as a counsellor and aid to 

seas* are fai,hfuiiy 
* "‘ e depar ' men ‘ for the “ of 

The number of patients was 
Admitted during the year 
Whole number for the year 
Discharged 
Remaining 

Of those discharged there recovered 

,natnr- s ,! ar f e ,i per Ce . ntasG of cur ? s is accounted for, from the fact that a very lame 
rnajori.} ot the pa,teals restored to health were not insane, but sufferin'' under 

si".;, ksm izss*? " «*—*-"«>• ~ —wx 

Recovered from Insanity 

“ “ Mania i potu 

Died of Insanity 
“ Mania h potu 

there arc mnn^LnL' 1 ’ 0 ^!! insa p i,yis °, ne not well understood, and. indeed, as 
t rvHrm p lff h ’ r ‘ P rofe£5,onal ant l non-professional, who disbelieve in 
of such a disease, we extract the views of Dr. Stakes thereupon, 
nf • b P -! rce ‘™ G ‘. lbat we liavo lo record an increased propoilion of cases 
npr^n ^i Ul " f n ,r ‘ J hl * 15 a spec,cs of derangement which displays' itself by a 
nftt° r ,‘1 afiGt ; llon£ >■temper, habits, and moral feelings and dispositions 
'hcrndtvidual. A knowledge of the fact cannot be loo generally extended 

uT-.encc f0 in m en I ln |T nily t‘ 5 T* ° fle ' 1 . the re5nIt of a faull V cducatioi/of over ini 
dul ence m eatly life. It often results Irom die parent not havin'* sufficiently 
restrained the caprices and the temper of the child, and from ncdecTin" to check 
C 0 e55iVe H}" a 100 greaC mdtdgence, amf a 

formed sulfect m ™ • 5 ‘ C , paS5, °. n 1 aC( l u,re ? rcater P 0 "' er3 a "J a character is 
Mtfon tl^eiemm- n-‘ rf ? d ™ Iem emo,ions - 'Phis unchecked liberty of 
™2„„ v f a» life advances, into an unbridled licentiousness: and thus a 
predisposition to insanity is laid m die temper and moral affections of the indi¬ 
vidual. I„ such persons the derangement is not that of perverted judgment but 

chinf ,° r r r° r; ! sei, " raent ; ‘here ts a propensity to commit every kind of mi=- 
chtef, and to display the utmost malevolence without any ground of provocation 
A deadly hatred ,s conceived for the nearest relative, as the father or mother 
1 his condition of mind may eventually lead to acts of dangerous violence or even 
o criminal acts, and confirmed and incurable insanity. Hence the importance of 
c ihtvattng the proper regulation of the-disposition and the feelings at a period of 

tin "snpri f le nf C 't 11 ^ conlrolle 1 d by Parental authority. Aiiother fertile fouroe of 
tins spec.es of derangement has appeared to be an undue indulgence in the 


Mates. 

10 

44 

3 


Females. 
11 
3 
5 
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Total. 

21 

47 

8 

3 
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Males. 

114 

46 

ICO 

37 

123 

18 

15 

325 

219 

118 


Females. 

68 

46 

114 

20 

94 

14 


183 

9$ 

62 


Total. 

182 

92 

274 

57 

217 

32 

20 

508 

317 

180 
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jju&jjii ui neports . jg 

is so prolific c 

the taste and corrupting the morals of the mnn!' 6 i>"‘ 1 theefrect of vitiatin, 

guard their young daughters amiin-t this 5 npr,' - ' - 1 arenls c . annot too cautiousli 
several cases of moral insanity"for which nn^l' P ract,ce - have ha I 
excessive novel reading. And^noihini i ,,,' 0l ' er , cause oould be assigned that 
that education which fosters sentiment 0 i n «‘. , f '‘,H V , ,,uluce disease lhar 
results from the performance of acUve benevo Li C,,C 7 S ,,n S real doling such at 
nary life, and of religious obligations, which awaken Sa T J du,ies of ordi ' 
non without warming the heart; and to borrow dm? d SIrea ^ Ilens the imagina- 

al ihe commencement of'the'ycM'ieiu’ lha ' ln ,be a5 - vlum =" Slaunlon, Virginia, 

The number of patients was 
Admitted in the course of the vear 
hole number .luring the ycaf 
Discharge.! J 

Remaining, Dec. 31, 18-IG 
f 'he patients discharged, there recovered 

Discharged t0r JuIy h W^Dee. 31, 1S4G 
Of whom were cured 

‘ ;1 lCiddidL/4^ U DLs^‘tCihoi r°k‘" orks ^°P s ’ ha® recently^beeCerected" 
« f S and broom L L° hCiii’fom^r"'’- ^ bin « 

of our attendants, who is an expe enced an rlkdfo ’ " ,a ! luf aotur.ng hats. One 
has consented, for a small increase nf ,vn , , 1 workman at this business 

tients under his care the mat foi if ' i o SC g 10 " mlerl a ke . with Ihe aid of the ua’ 
the outlay for tools and materials will 1C hl " S nee ! led for ,lle institution: andLs 
for furnishing profitable “ W m , t , C0 ' n P aral 'vely trivial, and the facilities 
not fail to avail ourseives of L ; m J ^ inmates be thus increased, we will 
ment.” ea °‘ 40 Im POrtant an acquisition to the mechanical depart 

At the State Asylum, Columbus. Ohio, on Nov. 15 . 1 SJ 5 . 

The number of patients was 
Admitted during the year 
''.hole number under care 
Discharged during the vear 
Remaining, Nov.“l5, 1S4G 
Of those discharged, there recovered 

Whole number of patients iiTcight yearn 

nr .. l. , “ discharged 

Ot whom, have recovered 

“ “ died 

4; ft?C:iptl^CTaL 0n . 1 0 LLLLnf llr0P ^ ^ !P flam ” a «i°n of brain 

s«i.ufion fo fhI7oC:eC[°rfe a an ° Um ° f “ ***** *** has visited the in- 

grtfoCwhichTomhiucC “fhCa l'oii‘ IhifoL^tas”' 0 ^ f 
ach a great many persons at the same time, but every case ploved obs t 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

88 


224 

87 

175 



399 
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150 

141 

291 
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18 

405 

866 

316 

259 

575 

205 

153 

35S 

53 

39 

92 
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UiM between the different inmates and attendants who were taken, and the dura- 
|° n °J disease m each we were not without sickness in the institution, from 
the beginning to the end of the season. The fever was attended with a hot drv 
skin quick and frequent, but not strong pulse, slight hacking cough, dull pain in 
the forehead, dry tongue, tumid, red lips, constant mental langour, much irritabil- 
Uy of the system, some tendency to diarchy, and great prostration of strength- 
and as it advanced and assumed the continued form, there was a stron" tendency 
to genuine typhus fever. In a few cases, the typhoid character of the disease was 
very distinct, and m all, there were tedious illness and protracted sufferin'*. Three 
deaths occurred amongst the patients. The attendants and assistants all recovered 
In one of the fatal cases, there was so much dryness of the throat and ton<*ue 

be -iven eS The n n n h n Tu ’' ^ u ither drinI if n0r medicines of any account cSuld 
The poor fellow could not swallow even a few drops of water, for 
-everal days before his death. The others who died were a Ion" time ill and 
wonderfully reduced in flesh. ° ’ nu 

vicissitudes .” 0 ' 1131 CaUSBS ° f th ‘ S epidemic were i undoubtedly, cold, or atmospheric 

°^. °pinion among those who have devoted their time 
to the interests of the insane, m regard to the comparative merits, as places of re- 
and ®? erclse - open airing courts and verandahs, enclosed under the 
same roof as the asylum buildings. The opinion of Dr. Awl on this subject is 
given tn the following quotation: ■> > 

“When ihe first edifice was erected, we followed the example of many old 
institutions, in providing court-yards with high fences for the use of the patient" 
that they might enjoy the benefit of exercise in the open air. But experience 
soon demonstrated the uselessness of this arrangement in a climate of so much 
variableness as ours, in which but few days occur in the year, when pafients 
could safely be permitted to he about upon the ground. A habit to which manv 
lunatics incline, and which they almost always practice in these yards. In sun- 
plying their place we followed the example of the State Hospital at Worcester 
in Massachusetts, by erecting verandahs at the comers, for exercise and recreation’ 
and we have never had the least reason to be dissatisfied with the change The 

mnTe ew'fH TcVi" al1 seasons, and in all kinds of weather; and are 

more cheerful, and less forbidding than court-yards. They are also dry. neat and 
clean, so that patients can follow out their inclinations in comfort without expense. 7 ’ 

12 . At Kentucky Lunatic Asylum, at the commencement of the year IS-lfi. 

rp, 1 r • Males. Females. Total. 

1 he number of patients was 125 

Admitted during the year *7 

Whole number jg 2 

Discharged during the year 
Remaining * ^09 

Of those discharged there recovered 
“ died 

Offcf Emerifilf 2 ilepsy ’ U; C ° nSUmpiion ’ 8 ; 01d A se, 4: Chronic disease 

in fii h e er renort U of Dr“ l S e ,? eral raedical P oin ' of ricu ', contained 
for by .he P followb S ex,mcts ‘ S "°' * he D ° Ct ° r * fauh ’ bm is -^‘.''accounted 

wifi'Sne f ar 1 U wUn f \ U - ef [ 0r,S 10 Jnto the Asylum recent cases of the disease, 
twelve have been JLn ° b vyr! < i!’ thal °- n , met} " committed during the year, only 
will average a Hnratin 5 e remainder. exclusive ot idiots and epileptics, 

too we ^ay hem ,l eaSe r°u f0Ur ^ M direcll y bearin § on ,h ' 5 P 0 ^ 

and of the old onlv tpn t ?* 1 ° f the l ^ ve recent cases, ten have recovered, 
u wMiSte f the seve . nl } r *cigbt admitted this year.- 

into statistical detaiMn 1 5 ec ? ssa !y l n thls ; “s ; u former reports, to attempt to enter 
and so Meta t 5 layin = bef ° r ? >' ou a re P ort ® Asylum. So limited 
a „ v lamp mainriil if - d 1S ' be lnformaIion we have been able to gather, in a 
^ a j y instances, as scarcely to be worth recording; and so few are 


87 

33 

120 

96 


212 

90 

302 

77 

225 

32 
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obtained, that no generalprinciple ^ren*™ 3 ** 011 !! ° f wb,cl1 accura ‘e histories are 
them. Since, therefore, nothTn-hm be lh!ed ! ° maIad -Y= can be illustrated by 
of this institution, or the cause offence !‘p d r ’ m J >orlant . tolhe P art t cu l a >'economy- 
more than appears essential to give a general vLw ofLs'progmsl.'^ 5 reP ° rt WiUl 

of the Indiana Hospital forVe °{nJi! i e o S ^ L °^ d ff!! nal re P?rt of lh e commissioners 
the close of October, 1846. ’ xalalts ‘l 16 condition of that institution at 

the commissioners to emct^ flospha^bn'p|™ ter ’ aathori2in S and directing 
plan recommended to the favourable consideration^ o ? e , C , 0rJanc . e 1 with ‘he general 
year’s report, they took active steps to cartyftTnto effect ™ SI t ature ln lheir las ‘ 
of announcing to the present General AT=embhthni ,h„h ™?>' h ? Te 'he pleasure 

the appointment of^suhable'superhitemlen't^Be' 05 ^ 6b -iu rdunt l erthe law was 

ance of having this position !*£*** ° ,he " real ™P°'t- 

peculiarly proper that that Do^hinn -hn * eei ^ ec l to them, for many reasons 
(Richmond.) ? Hehad beel'° f Dr ^ of this 

insane of this State, upon the attention oftheLli { f mat ' n ? J? rovision fbrthe 
character, professional standing and the attention wV n't?’ and rom lus S enera l 
devoted to the subject, it was infe™I ih-,t ui ‘ V, ch he . was believed to have 
of its responsible duties. After several months of " r ^ uallfie . ( l for 'he discharge 
lhe work, the board take plenum in .eMirv^ m mo' 6 0 P e ™“ on * ia Prosecuting 

■wsa&Sf - 1 

° ad L UOn \, rh , e >" are filled with Patients tofbfivA ZVuJ. flounshin S 


P. E. 

analyses” nm^indeedTfoaif}-'of t^e o^hel^shmt^uts m ^kno^vled ^ f gests ’, a “‘ l 

which they treat, and to prevent that Dronnr i;?,- °?- nt c ° n . dl “ on ° f 'he subjects of 
established facts and conclusions!^^ well 

dation arid confirmation. They are al«o aDt to =nb ?•? requlre 5,1,1 fur 'her eluci- 
established facts, for that intimate^ a ^? re reco,le olion of 

from its systematic study throughout its history ami lha sub -! ect .which results 
raay be the objections urged against works o?the rlnf riT details. Whatever 
theless. be sought after by th^tudenfi'and'ifnot'sunnlie'S'r^t'k’ never ‘ 

competent to the task of preparing them, they w”| be b odw- 1 "’Vo"? foll >‘ 

an introduction to the studyof any mven branch -! 1 b> °, lhersle5 ? qualified. As 
but “condensed view of its mLfimpona^ an Beeun,e ’ 

without lis value, but the difficulty is to mnrLl p S and doctrines,-- "'ay not be 
induce him to giv’e it up sufi“y soon for ,he r" >'° Un - £, r uden *-‘° 

tematic treatise, with its detail of experiment- nn’l “H™"' 6 .pages of the sys- 
weiphing of each fact—its careful testing of the 1 "v ol>erTal! ons—its cautious 
deduction, and the slow measured pace wit^ whic^h mrhms^t 1 ™^'^' ° f 
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If at any time, a manual can become useful, as we have supposed it may it 
must bo just such a one as that before us—which, with all its conciseness,’is 
clear and accurate—and presents certainly a very fair and distinct outline of the 
physiological facts and opinions, which are, at present, received as well estab¬ 
lished—as well as of those which, if not fully verified, are considered to bear the 
nupress of truth. \V e have indeed, been much pleased, in perusing die analysis 
of Dr. heese, with the skilful manner in which his task has been accomplished, 
from the pages ot the work before ns, a very good general idea of physiology 
may, in fact, be obtained. It may be of service to those who are commencing the 
study o that branch of science, as well as a convenient remembrancer or review 
ot what they have already learned, to those who are about to undergo an exami¬ 
nation. In this light alone it may he recommended as oneof the best with which 
we are acquainted. y, p A 


Al n : i^ V In —Ofecrrations on Aneurism and its Treatment bn Compression. By Dr 
O Bnvr.x hm.LixciuM, M. D., Ediu., one of the Surgeons to St. Vincent’s Hos¬ 
pital, &c. Dublin, 1847. 12 mo.pp. 181. 

Too much praise cannot, we think, be awarded to the Dublin surgeons for the 
reintroduction of the treatment by compression for the cure of aneurism, and of 
lis praise, no mean share belongs to Mr. Bellingham. The true theory upon 
tr» iIto compression effects the cure, was several years since advanced by him, and 
r a ,Pf e3en * i ciume patho.ogical evidence is adduced to show its correctness 
In addition to this, it contains a concise sketch of the history of the treatment of 
aneurism by compression from the earliest period to its present improved state, to¬ 
gether with a description of the various instruments which have been employed for 
Ih . e advantages which compression possesses over the ligature, with 
rule, tor the guidance of the surgeon in its application, and an abstract of every 
^ e hri°"i n t ° M a 5' 1 ?,° r '? "' hlch lhis 'reatment has been used. The principle 
by AIr - Be bngham is, that for the cure of aneurism by compression 
abore the sac, an absolute interruption to the circulation through the vessel is not 
necessary, the process being identical to that by which nature Jomelimes effects a 
spontaneous cure; viz., the gradual deposition of the fibrine of the blood in the 
sac until it is completely filled up and no longer permits the entrance of that fluid, 
ihe practical deduction from this is, that the pressure need not be so great as en¬ 
tirely to interrupt the circulation at the point compressed, and that our object should 
be simply to diminish the current amt thus favour the deposit 

In using compression, Mr. Bellingham prefers making it by means of two in¬ 
struments applied upon different parts ot the limb, which are to be alternately 
tightened and relaxed, as by so doing the patient is enabled to bear it belter anil 
longer than would be possible under other circumstances. 

As to the instruments used for applying the pressure, he observes that their shape 
and construction are matters of less importance than is generally imagined. The 
p0 , lnt ! ln , an ! n?,ru .ment for compression are, that it should admit of being 
, I applied; that its principle should be so simple as to be easily understood 
y he patient; and that it should affect the object intended with as little inconve¬ 
nience as possible. A broad soft pad will, Mr. B. thinks, generally be found to 
answer best, and the counter pressure ought to be distributed over as large a sur- 
1 .’’■ As to the sites at which the pressure may be applied on the 

, V",’ m'her the point where the artery crosses the horizontal ramus of the 
‘ ’ 1 ,.„' Ve . ei J * ou part‘s ligament and the point at which the saphena joins the 
i- u „ * n ’ pr . om lBe middle third of the thigh down to the opening through 
for it p’ l ' r -’ P ass et> to the backof the limb, are anyofthem eligible situations 
, , ' ”', Ue u P on 'be femoral vein he has never known attended with ill con- 

iipKt nf,! !• = i r< 10 ‘J 10 de = ree of compression, it at first ought always to be 

wi When 1 ° leranc ® 1S established, we may increase it to the' degree 

e con.ider necessary ; but as before observed, it need never be so great as to 
applied* 1 COmp e e y the c >mulalion in the artery at the point upon which it is 
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If at any time, a manual can become useful, as we have supposed it may it 
must bo just such a one as that before us—which, with all its conciseness,’is 
clear and accurate—and presents certainly a very fair and distinct outline of the 
physiological facts and opinions, which are, at present, received as well estab¬ 
lished—as well as of those which, if not fully verified, are considered to bear the 
nupress of truth. \V e have indeed, been much pleased, in perusing die analysis 
of Dr. heese, with the skilful manner in which his task has been accomplished, 
from the pages ot the work before ns, a very good general idea of physiology 
may, in fact, be obtained. It may be of service to those who are commencing the 
study o that branch of science, as well as a convenient remembrancer or review 
ot what they have already learned, to those who are about to undergo an exami¬ 
nation. In this light alone it may he recommended as oneof the best with which 
we are acquainted. y, p A 


Al n : i^ V In —Ofecrrations on Aneurism and its Treatment bn Compression. By Dr 
O Bnvr.x hm.LixciuM, M. D., Ediu., one of the Surgeons to St. Vincent’s Hos¬ 
pital, &c. Dublin, 1847. 12 mo.pp. 181. 

Too much praise cannot, we think, be awarded to the Dublin surgeons for the 
reintroduction of the treatment by compression for the cure of aneurism, and of 
lis praise, no mean share belongs to Mr. Bellingham. The true theory upon 
tr» iIto compression effects the cure, was several years since advanced by him, and 
r a ,Pf e3en * i ciume patho.ogical evidence is adduced to show its correctness 
In addition to this, it contains a concise sketch of the history of the treatment of 
aneurism by compression from the earliest period to its present improved state, to¬ 
gether with a description of the various instruments which have been employed for 
Ih . e advantages which compression possesses over the ligature, with 
rule, tor the guidance of the surgeon in its application, and an abstract of every 
^ e hri°"i n t ° M a 5' 1 ?,° r '? "' hlch lhis 'reatment has been used. The principle 
by AIr - Be bngham is, that for the cure of aneurism by compression 
abore the sac, an absolute interruption to the circulation through the vessel is not 
necessary, the process being identical to that by which nature Jomelimes effects a 
spontaneous cure; viz., the gradual deposition of the fibrine of the blood in the 
sac until it is completely filled up and no longer permits the entrance of that fluid, 
ihe practical deduction from this is, that the pressure need not be so great as en¬ 
tirely to interrupt the circulation at the point compressed, and that our object should 
be simply to diminish the current amt thus favour the deposit 

In using compression, Mr. Bellingham prefers making it by means of two in¬ 
struments applied upon different parts ot the limb, which are to be alternately 
tightened and relaxed, as by so doing the patient is enabled to bear it belter anil 
longer than would be possible under other circumstances. 

As to the instruments used for applying the pressure, he observes that their shape 
and construction are matters of less importance than is generally imagined. The 
p0 , lnt ! ln , an ! n?,ru .ment for compression are, that it should admit of being 
, I applied; that its principle should be so simple as to be easily understood 
y he patient; and that it should affect the object intended with as little inconve¬ 
nience as possible. A broad soft pad will, Mr. B. thinks, generally be found to 
answer best, and the counter pressure ought to be distributed over as large a sur- 
1 .’’■ As to the sites at which the pressure may be applied on the 

, V",’ m'her the point where the artery crosses the horizontal ramus of the 
‘ ’ 1 ,.„' Ve . ei J * ou part‘s ligament and the point at which the saphena joins the 
i- u „ * n ’ pr . om lBe middle third of the thigh down to the opening through 
for it p’ l ' r -’ P ass et> to the backof the limb, are anyofthem eligible situations 
, , ' ”', Ue u P on 'be femoral vein he has never known attended with ill con- 

iipKt nf,! !• = i r< 10 ‘J 10 de = ree of compression, it at first ought always to be 

wi When 1 ° leranc ® 1S established, we may increase it to the' degree 

e con.ider necessary ; but as before observed, it need never be so great as to 
applied* 1 COmp e e y the c >mulalion in the artery at the point upon which it is 
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there^jormd'casesof femoiS^and^oDn VC 1 ^ raWn ' ° Ul Mr ‘ B - ,s ^straet ; shows 

pressure since 1S43. ^ ^ ltea aneurisms which have been treated by 
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Art. XIX.—.4 Treatise on the Diseases of the Eye.— By W. Lawrence, F. R. S Sur¬ 
geon Extraordinary to the Queen, Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, &c 
&c. A hew Edition, With many Modifications and Additions, and the mtro- 
wu Tt, 0f n . earl Y‘™ hundred illustrations. By Isaac Hays, M. D., Surgeon to 
f ills’ Hospital Physician to the Philadelphia Orphan Asylum, &c. &c. Phila- 
delphia, Lea and Blanchard, 8vo. pp. 900. 

The issue of a second edition of Dr. Lawrence’s very excellent treatise on the 
Diseases of the Eye, with additions and illustrations by Isaac Hays, M. D. is a 
satisfactory evidence of the high estimation in which the work is held by the 
medical profession in this country', and may we not hope that this, with the 

h. h vJ.f° 0< <T' V ? rk r S - 0n i 0p ! lthalnilC Sur gery, now so readily to be obtained, will 
have the effect of inculcating correct principles in the diagnosis and treatment of 
-o important a class of diseases, and about which there is still such lamentable 
ignorance. 

reasons, it would not be proper for us in this journal to express our 
estimate of the value of die additions made by the editor, but we may state that 
they are numerous, that the illustrations so useful to the student, have been con- 
siderably augmented, and that the whole work is got up by the enterprising pub¬ 
lishers in a superior manner. * G E 


Pr ? ccc ^' n Se °f the National Medical Conventions held in New York, May, 
1846, and m Philadclphm .May, 1847. Philadelphia: printed for the American 
Medical Association, 1847. Svo. pp. 175. 

a ’u enabI . ed b >' an a “ident, which prevented this form from being put to 
E " , lts re ? u ar order i » announce the publication of this interesting volume. 
- e need .scarcely commend it to the careful consideration of every medical man 

hL‘been n clm ateS ,^ “f mUSt d ? ep in,ere5t in * be momentwhich 
n«= r commenced to elevate the dignity and character, and to extend the useful- 

fn<^-nrtb Ur r° b 6 P™ fess ‘°?;. This -relume contains the minutes of the proceed- 
lelnhia^rtd, Ih Vent,0n rf he ' d * ast )' ear >, n York, and the present one in Phila- 
Thes h e rennrtJb P ,T °/ .f® n*™™- comraUtees presented to the latter body. 

reports are, 1st, of the Committee on the Organization of the National 
Medical Association; 2 d, of the Committee on a Uniform and Elevated Standard of 
caZdnT fOT *- he 1 D ? ! S 0 ? f D.;3d, of the Committee on PreliminaiyEdu- 
Co le nf M b P rl' re ! 1 ru d °r M f dlCal Studeats - : 4ll b of the Committee to Prepare a 
Stages 5 th of ihe E r“° S f? »S°rerement of the profession throughout the United 
Committee on the Separation of Licensing and Teaching; 6 th, of 
corn™ A ^ consider the Expediency, and (if expedient) the Mode of Re- 
commendm- and Urging upon the several State governments the adoption of mea- 

iations f ° r ^? e i?st f°,h ° f r he B ‘- lhs ’ Marri ?S es > end Deaths of their several popu¬ 
lations, and last, of the Committee appointed “to prepare a Nomenclature^of 

S'eath " adaPt6d t0 the UnUe J S,at6? ' ha ™S referenced l General Reg“n of 

these e iports n0t ‘ he SpaCe PreS8Dt ’ but may (ake 3 fu!ure opportunity to review 

deR h d b onn°n f shfnn r d haS w ^ “1 molion r and wilb “ impetus which will 
ueiy au opposition to arrest its onward progress. 



